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Ash Wednesday 

                  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. Fight 
the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you were 

called’ 

 (1 Tim 6.11, 12). 

 

Cameron Wellington was a strong and healthy nineteen-year-old with a 
passion for wrestling. In November last year, he developed symptoms of 
COVID-19 and rapidly deteriorated. He was rushed to hospital but died the 
following day. In an interview his parents gave to warn of the dangers of 
the disease, they told how their grief-stricken Christmas was lightened only 
by having in their home at that time their beloved Cameron’s ashes. 

The liturgy for Ash Wednesday reminds me, as that interview did, that we 
shall all ‘return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return’ (Gen 3.19). Many of us will be familiar with the 
allusions to this verse in the words used at funerals as the body of the 
deceased is committed to the ground or the incinerator: ‘earth to earth, 
ashes to ashes, dust to dust’. 

While such words can strike dread into the bravest of souls, the theology 
on which both the funeral liturgy and the liturgy for Ash Wednesday is 
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based is ultimately one of hope. At funerals, the body is returned to dust 
‘in sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life’. Similarly, in 
Ash Wednesday services, worshipers receiving the imposition of ashes on 
their foreheads are reminded that those ashes are a sign of our penitence 
and mortality ‘for it is by God’s grace alone that we receive eternal life’. 

That is the wonderful paradox of Ash Wednesday. As we contemplate our 
shortcomings and mortality, our attention is drawn not only to the events 
of Good Friday but also to those of Easter Sunday. There we find that the 
dust of that tomb, just as the dust within our hearts, is dispelled by love. 
That love bursts away not only the stone that seals that tomb but the 
stone of sin that seals our hearts in cold and dark. This is the love that 
beckons us today, in the earnest words of Paul to Timothy in our Epistle 
reading, to ‘take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called’. 

Lord, thank you that, as today’s collect puts it, we are given in Christ 
‘perfect remission and forgiveness’. Amen. 

 

      Peter S Heslam, Assistant Priest  
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First Sunday of Lent  

 

The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.  And he was in the 
wilderness 40 days being tempted by Satan.  And he was with the wild 
animals and the angels were ministering to him. 

(Mark Chapter 1. 12-13) 

 
This is such a familiar story for many of us that it can be quite tricky to 
notice it.  After his baptism and before beginning his ministry, Jesus spent 
time in the wilderness where Satan tempted him. But look how he got from 
baptism to wilderness.   I’d never noticed that word ‘drove’ before, and it 
brought me up short.    Drove.  It suggests compulsion, being transported 
reluctantly - a wilderness in the company of Satan is not a destination of 
choice.     

For many of us this has been a wilderness year of cancellations, 
disappointments and boredom.  It’s unknown territory where we have 
been as isolated, and maybe as solitary, as Christ was in his 
wilderness.  And, like Jesus, we did not choose this, but, like him, we are 
here.  So this week, at the start of Lent, let’s take a few moments to stop 
and look around at our particular wildernesses.  It’s unfamiliar, 
unpredictable, wild, not calculated or planned,  which can be 
threatening.  But it’s also freeing and gloriously quiet.  In the wilderness 
there is time to observe things.  Remember how much we all noticed the 
spring in 2020?  Remember how clearly we heard the birdsong, saw the 
sky?  Maybe being in a wilderness isn’t all bad? 

There are wild animals in the wilderness but we don’t have to pay attention 
to them.  Take a moment to have a look at yours.  Mine tend to be herds of 
What-ifs and swarms of Maybees but I don’t have to listen to them, just as 
Jesus didn’t have to listen to Satan or the animals.  Instead, the angels 
ministered to him and we can look out for them instead.  Sometimes their 
ministry is a call from a friend, a smile from a neighbour, a cup of tea in a 
comfortable chair.  This week please find a few breaths to look at your 
wilderness and consider the freedom you might find there.  Consider too 
who is ministering to you and accept their efforts with gratitude. 
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Dear Lord, help me to accept where I am and to remember that you have 
placed me here and  accompany me.  Grant me the grace to notice those 
who minister to me this week and the energy to minister to others.  Amen. 

 
       Jane Gardiner  
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Second Sunday in Lent 

 

“What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 
Or what can anyone  give in exchange for their soul?”   

(Mark 8.36) 

(The Gospel reading is St. Mark chapter 8. 31–38). 

 
The word ‘soul ‘is mentioned 754 times in the Old Testament and 102 in the 
New Testament. So, what is our soul ? There are many varied and complex 
definitions, but a very simple one is:- 

 ‘The spiritual part of humans as distinct from the physical 
 part.’ (Oxford dictionary) 

This thought then led me to thinking about the hymn ‘ It is well with my 
soul,‘ written in 1873 by Horatio Spafford, and the background story to this 
hymn. This story is one of tragedy,  but also full of amazing faith.  

Horatio Spafford  was a devout,  Christian man, a devoted husband to wife 
Anna and father to 5 children. He was a supporter of 2 great preachers of 
the time—Dwight Moody and Ira Sankey. In 1871 his young son died aged 
just 4 years old, and the same year the Great Chicago fire reduced his 
property investments to ashes. 

To help the family to recover , Horatio arranged a trip to Europe for all the 
family, and to accompany and assist Moody and Sankey in their work. A 
problem with his business prevented Horatio from travelling with his family 
- he was to join them later.  The passenger ship with his wife and 4 
daughters on board collided with another vessel and sank. His wife survived 
but not so the children. 

Horatio set sail as soon as was possible to join his wife who was now in 
Cardiff.  When his ship was over the place where it was believed that his 
children had lost their lives,  he wrote this inspirational hymn: 

 “When peace like a river attendeth my way. 
 When sorrows like sea billows roll. 
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 Whatever my lot , Thou hast taught me to say. 
 It is well, it is well with my soul.“ (3 more verses.) 
 
Horatio and Anna returned to Chicago and had a further 3 children.  Their 
eldest, a son,  died aged 4 as had his brother before him. The following year, 
the family left for Israel, settling in the old part of Jerusalem. There they 
ministered to the poor, sick and homeless and their work became the 
subject of a Nobel prize winning novel years later,‘Jerusalem’ written by 
Selma Lagerlof. 1901. 

Horatio’s story is an example of truly inspiring faith in the Lord. Perhaps that 
is why this hymn like no other demonstrates the power our God has to 
comfort our weary souls when the darkest tragedies overtake us. Our God 
will see us through any storm.  

     Anne Rigby (Pastoral Assistant) 

Horatio Spafford and his wife, Anna 

1https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8e/Horatio_Spafford.jpg;  
2https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/14/Anna_Spafford.jpg 
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 Third Sunday in Lent 

 
 

As the days are gradually becoming lighter, in many households it is a time 
for spring cleaning!   Today we have arrived at the third Sunday of Lent and 
our Gospel reading from John 2:13-22 has this as part of its theme.   It is 
the account of Jesus entering the temple courtyard where he found money 
changers, and traders selling cattle, sheep and doves.  This was allowed by 
the temple authorities since the animals were for Jews coming to make 
sacrificial offerings, indeed Mary and Joseph would have come thirty years 
earlier with their firstborn for the act of purification.   We know that since 
only temple money could be used, the normal currency had to be changed 
but it is likely that the traders and money changers were taking advantage 
of their privileged position.  However whatever may have been permitted, 
these practices and their location within the temple enclosure were clearly 
not God’s intention.  The Jews asked Jesus “What sign can you show us for 
doing these things?” and he replied, “Destroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up.  They were astounded by this reply.   “It has taken 
forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” 
they retort!  But as John explains, Jesus was speaking about the temple of 
his body.  
 
The passage concludes,  “When therefore he was raised from the dead, his 
disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture 
and the word that Jesus had spoken.” 
 
In John’s account, unlike those of the Synoptic writers, Jesus doesn’t say: 
“It’s a house of prayer.” And he doesn’t say they are “robbers.”  Instead he 
focuses on the misuse of the temple court…..”Do not make my Father’s 
house a house of trade or a marketplace.”  When the disciples saw how 
Jesus was filled with anger they would no doubt have connected it with 
Psalm 69 where King David says, “Zeal for your house has consumed me, 
and the reproaches of those who reproach you have fallen on me.”  And so 
it is clear that John is particularly keen to make his readers aware of the 
importance of worshiping and knowing God the Father, and of respecting 
and treasuring without question that relationship which their Lord and 
Saviour had sanctified and demonstrated by his actions.  
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John may also have been referencing the prophecy in Malachi, that the 
messenger of the Lord would suddenly come into his temple like a refiner's 
fire.  There would be a replacement of the old order with the new. 
 
Heavenly Father, help me to recognize you when your time comes and may 
the inner courts of my life be ready for you.  Amen  
 
       Rev John Hillier 
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 Mothering Sunday – Sunday 14th March 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Mother of Moses (Simeon Solomon) 

(Delaware Art Museum) 

 

Exodus 2.1-10: Letting Go and Lifting Up 

When Moses’ mother, Jochebed, coated the papyrus basket with tar, placed 
her son in it and sent him down the River Nile, she had no idea what would 
happen. Would someone find him? And if so, who? Would it be someone 
who would care for him as she had? Or would it be someone who wished 
him harm - one of Pharaoh’s people who would carry out the orders to kill 
the child? 

Further down river, Pharaoh’s daughter also faces a decision. Having 
discovered the basket caught amongst the reeds and sent her servant to 
retrieve it, she must determine what to do. Surprisingly, despite discovering 
the Hebrew baby inside, she chose to have pity; to lift up the baby from the 
river and to look after his needs.  

3https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9f/Simeon_Solomon__The_Mother_of_Moses.jpg 
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Both women had to make a choice which was grounded in trust. One 
chooses to let go of the most precious thing she knew, trusting in God to 
keep it safe for her. The other, even in the face of entrenched prejudice and 
going against what she knows are her father’s wishes, chooses to lift up this 
child in need.  

Letting go of someone you love and entrusting them to someone else is 
possibly one of the hardest things any of us has to do. During this pandemic, 
we have had to do that more than usual, whether it is entrusting an elderly 
parent to a care home we haven’t been able to visit in person; or taking a 
sick relative to the hospital, knowing that we cannot visit; or watching a 
newly adult child leave to go to university and/or a job in a different city. 
Entrusting always carries a risk, but knowing when to let go is a fundamental 
part of not just caring for people we love, but also projects and activities we 
love. And, as the experience of Moses’ family goes to show, letting go can 
lead to new opportunities. Moses’ future as a leader of his people, was 
started the day his Mother let go and trusted him into God’s care. 

Often, as we let go of one thing, we find we are able to move forward and, 
in doing so, we discover space in our lives for new opportunities.  

As we continue our journey through Lent, perhaps now is a good time to 
consider what we each need to let go of. None, Public domain, via 
Wikimedia Commons 

 Are there things in your life today that you are holding on to?  
 
 Could they instead be entrusted to someone else?  
 
 As you let go of that one thing, is there something else you are being 

called to lift up? 

 
       Rev Chris Campbell 

 



12 

 

 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

(John 12: 20-32) 

 

Picture the scene, you’re Philip or Andrew,  a disciple of Jesus, and you’ve 
just arrived with Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. The air buzzes with 
excitement and chatter about this man they call the messiah. People are 
coming to see and listen to Him, it’s working, everything He’s said is 
happening, people are drawn to Him, the excitement is almost too much to 
bear and then He says  … the time has come for Him to die: “The hour has 
come for the Son of Man to be glorified.” (v 23).  Well, that killed the party! 
For goodness’ sake, why is He saying this? Everything’s going so well!  

Jesus’ response is showing that Philip and Andrew have lost sight of the 
scope of God’s work, and the way God works in the world, as we so often do. 
Andrew and Philip are so caught up in the excitement of Jesus’ foretelling’s 
coming to fruition that they’ve forgotten the purpose of all of Jesus’ 
teachings. We too so often lose sight of God and fail to keep our focus on 
Him. We get caught up in the excitement of new clothes, a new phone, that 
lovely car we’re hoping we can buy. The City of Man takes over the City of 
God. 

Jesus goes on to say “Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into 
the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much 
fruit” (v 24).  Jesus is teaching that God works through death and 
resurrection. For our people to thrive, death must happen. Jesus must die 
for our sins, and for us to live with God’s grace, and if we keep Jesus and God 
in our life and as our focus we will thrive. 

If Jesus had not gone to the cross, his life would have counted for nothing. If 
Jesus hadn’t died on the cross, his life would be a footnote in history. Jesus 
says that if he didn’t die, his life wouldn’t have accomplished its purpose. He 
would have failed in his mission and his life would have had very limited 
impact. There would not be millions of people around the world who have 
been completely changed by him. The reason that Jesus is compelling is not 
because of what he accomplished in his life, as great a life as it was; it’s 
because of what he accomplished by his death. 

          Sian Binley – Pioneer ALM 
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Palm Sunday 
 

(Mark 11.1–11) 

 

Hosanna in the highest heaven! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!’ 

 
 

 

‘Mum, Mum, I’ve had such an exciting day; my ears are still ringing from all 
the noise – “Hosanna in the highest”.’  

‘Tell me about it; I’ve missed you.’  

‘Those men, who asked to borrow me, took me to that preacher man, 
Jesus. They put their cloaks on my back and Jesus asked me to carry him 
into Jerusalem.’ 

‘Wow, what an important job!’ 

‘Was it? I felt very small amongst the huge number of people crowding 
round us, cheering and waving palm branches, which scratched my nose. 
But Jesus just stroked me occasionally, like you nuzzle me, to reassure me 
everything’s OK.’ 

‘Everyone must have been happy to see Jesus.’ 

‘Well, I’m not sure. The children loved it because their parents were 
distracted and they could run around everywhere! I think Jesus’ friends 
may have been a bit confused. The crowd got excited seeing him riding on 
me, because kings ride into cities, so he must be very special. But, I had a 

Photos by Christian Hess Arava and Bekky Bekks on www.unsplash.com 

http://www.unsplash.com/
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feeling some people didn’t like seeing that. They were wishing I was a war 
horse, and Jesus had come to form an army and overthrow the Romans. 
Some others were relieved I was just a small donkey, they were getting 
worried that the crowd would side with Jesus and revolt against them.’ 

‘How far did you go?’ 

‘We went right up to the Temple: it was mayhem!  When Jesus slid off me 
he came and looked into my eyes. It felt like he could see right inside me, it 
made me feel very special.’ 

‘You are special sweetheart.’ 

‘I know you think so Mum, but this was a different sort of special, almost as 
if he was pouring something warm inside me. Do you think I’ll see him 
again?’ 

‘I don’t know. You might do.’ 

‘Well, it doesn’t matter, Mum, because wherever I go I will still feel I am 
carrying Jesus with me.’  

- - - 0 0 0 - - - 

 

This week, beginning with Palm Sunday, if you have a day where you feel 
you are insignificant, just plodding along in your normal (or, at the moment, 
not so normal) routine, or waiting to be ‘let out’: remember, you too are 
carrying the Saviour of the World. 

You can carry Jesus with you into all the places you go (when you can!), and 
to all the people you talk to (in whatever way), and to all those people and 
places in your prayers. There may be many different reactions, as there 
were for Jesus. You too may find you travel to tough places, but you will be 
carrying Jesus’ love and hope with you. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew, 
that I may love what Thou dost love, and do what Thou wouldst do. 

[Edwin Hatch, 1878] 
       Canon Kate Aylmer 
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Monday in Holy Week 

Luke 22: 39-46 : Jesus’ prayer on the Mount of Olives  

 (Mt 26:36–46; Mk 14:32–42; Jn 18:1) 

 

39 He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and 
the disciples followed him. 40 When he reached the place, he said to them, 
“Pray that you may not come into the time of trial.” 41 Then he withdrew 
from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, 42 “Father, if you 
are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be 
done.” [[43 Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him 
strength. 44 In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became 
like great drops of blood falling down on the ground.] 45 When he got up 
from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping because of 
grief, 46 and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that 
you may not come into the time of trial.” 

 

Following the events of the last supper Luke turns his narrative to focus 
solely upon Jesus. This moment is poignant. Up to this point the story of 
Jesus as told by Luke has focused either on Jesus’ interaction with others or 
upon his teachings. In this moment all is stripped away, it is a picture of 
Jesus beyond the veil, behind the scenes.  

It is also during Jesus’ moment of greatest weakness that Luke decides to do 
this, almost as if by doing this Luke desires to emphasise the vulnerability of 
Jesus at this point in his earthly mission. The vulnerability and weakness that 
we find in this passage reflects how deeply the son of God chose to take on 
our humanity. Jesus the man, the true image of the incarnation, here 
reflects the totality of human nature. John of the Damascus emphasises the 
importance of this, stating that it was as the Son of Man AND the Son of God 
that Jesus chooses to drink the cup.  

Ultimately strength is found through Jesus’ subordination to the divine plan 
of the Father. We see within this passage what we have seen throughout 
the entirety of the gospel, the will of the Son aligning with the will of the 
Father. Gregory of Nazianzus reminds us that even in the moments of pain, 
of anguish, of vulnerability and weakness Jesus’ desire remains to be doing 
the will of the Father in heaven. Jesus knew what was at stake, he knew the 
path of love.  
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The moment that this passage captures shows us the strength that can be 
found in weakness, when we follow our Lord in stepping out ahead of our 
weaknesses and push on towards the goal of our life, to do the will of the 
Father. We do not have the same path as Jesus, his was a unique mission on 
earth. But we do have the same calling, to declare the coming of the kingdom 
of heaven, to carry out the will of the Father and to subject ourselves to that 
will even when the path is hard. If we are able to do that, then our weakness 
becomes our strength.  

 

                  Tom Owen, Ordinand 
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Tuesday in Holy Week 

Luke 22: 47-53 – The betrayal and arrest of Jesus  

 (Mt 26:47–56; Mk 14:43–52; Jn 18:1–11) 

 

47 While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called 
Judas, one of the twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; 
48 but Jesus said to him, “Judas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying the 
Son of Man?” 49 When those who were around him saw what was coming, 
they asked, “Lord, should we strike with the sword?” 50 Then one of them 
struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. 51 But Jesus said, 
“No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him. 52 Then Jesus 
said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple police, and the elders who 
had come for him, “Have you come out with swords and clubs as if I were a 
bandit? 53 When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay 
hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness!”  

The moment of Jesus’ Passion has arrived, soon he will be taken from his 
place of solitude and brought before a crowd. Previously crowds had laid 
palms by his feet and shouted ‘Hosanna’, now they were gunning for his 
blood. This imagery reflects two kingdoms, the triumphant entry 
symbolising the celebration of the Kingdom of Heaven, the jeering crowds to 
come, the kingdom of the world. Here, in this space in the garden, Jesus 
waits in anguish for the present moment, for his betrayal, not only from his 
disciple and friend, but also the self-same crowd who had welcomed him 
days before.   

Luke, in this passage on the betrayal and arrest of Jesus again brings into 
focus these two kingdoms. He does this by emphasising the different ways in 
which they deal with power. The kingdom of man is brought into this 
moment brandishing swords and clubs, symbols of violence and oppression 
by which mankind has always brandished power. We see also through the 
interactions between the disciples and the guards this notion of war and 
violence being painfully played out. We must not overlook the significance 
of this interaction as it speaks to the frailty of humanity in times of danger 
and vulnerability. A disciple, one who had walked with Jesus, learned his 
teachings. Yet in his moment of frailty, he adopted the position of a citizen 
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of this world, rather than the kingdom of heaven. Often it is our actions in 
the moments of vulnerability that reveals who we really are.  

Jesus, however, presents to us another way in which we can choose to live. 
Luke presents Jesus as the antithesis of the previous interaction. A man 
quietly resolved to the will of the Father brings himself forward in peace to 
hand himself over to his oppressors. Luke presents Jesus in this moment as 
the symbol of His Kingdom in Heaven. In his final act before his captivity 
Jesus presents the mission of this heavenly Kingdom through the healing of 
the soldier’s ear. Cyril of Alexandria reflects these contrasting views stating 
that the Lord chose “love rather than the sword and healing rather than 
violence.” With this Jesus presents to us the pattern of the kingdom and a 
model for his followers to follow.  

  

                 Tom Owen, Ordinand 



19 

 

 

St Peter’s Denial    (Rembrandt )  
(Rijksmuseum) 

Wednesday in Holy Week 

Luke 22. 54-62: Peter denies Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘The Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of 
the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the cock crows today, you will 
deny me three times.”’ (Luke 22.61) 

It is one of the most poignant and sad moments in Holy Week, when Simon 
Peter – as Jesus predicted – wilfully denies knowing Jesus. It is difficult for us 
to imagine the heat of the moment, with Jesus gradually being isolated and 
scapegoated (he has already been arrested), and the risk posed not only to 
Jesus, but to all his disciples. Nonetheless it is shocking that Peter, Jesus’ 
intimate friend and disciple, who has been alongside him these past three 
years, now denies knowing Jesus – such is his fear and trepidation. It is a 
moment from which Peter will always recoil, when he remembers his tragic 
failure of loyalty to his Lord, at this dark hour. 

4https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8f/Rembrandt_The-denial-of-peter-1660.jpg 
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But the reality is, of course, that all of us, in different ways, at different 
times, enact the same disloyalty to our Lord Jesus Christ; and we too, when 
our unloving acts are revealed to us, recoil in shame and dismay. It may be 
that we, in times of moral weakness, deny being Christian or fail to stand up 
for Jesus in a conversation at work. Or it could be that when the going gets 
tough and life is hard – as with the present pandemic –we hide away as 
Christians, so people don’t identify us as believers. Or, in times of sin and 
temptation, we deny being followers of the Christ by our actions. The good 
news, however, is that Jesus forgives us, although he also challenges us – as 
he did Peter, after the resurrection – to ‘feed my sheep’, in other words to 
care for other people, God’s children. 

Let us end today’s reflection with a prayer that we might repent and turn 
back to Jesus Christ, in times of weakness, trial or temptation: 

‘Lord Jesus, forgive us for failing you, as even the disciples did. Through 
thoughtlessness we betray you, through fear we run away from you; 
through cowardice we deny you, not wanting people to know that we are 
your followers. Have mercy on us, as you had mercy on Peter, and when the 
cock crows in our hearts, and we realise what we have done, help us to bear 
the gaze of your love. Amen.’ 

 

             Rev James Shakespeare  
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Maundy Thursday  

John 13:1-17, 31-35, Luke 22:14-23; c.f. Matthew 3:13-17;  

Philippians 2:5-11.  

 

 

“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another.” - John 13:34 (NRSV)  

 

There are many titles we can use to describe our Saviour, Jesus Christ. To 
name a few, we may call Him Lord; the Messiah; Teacher; Healer; 
Emmanuel, or God-with-us; Cornerstone; the Son of Man; the Son of God; 
Servant; King; and, of course, the Servant King.  
 
All of these titles are fitting and correct, and some of these are actively used 
by Jesus (or those in His presence) in the Gospels. But perhaps one of the 
most striking titles – which is most fitting for today especially – is how Jesus 
is the Servant King.  
 
'The Servant King' is the title of one of my favourite worship songs; upon my 
request, it was sung at my Confirmation in 2005. Jesus Christ is the Servant 
King – the King who came to be Servant of all – and we vividly see and 
experience this on Maundy Thursday.  
 
Maundy Thursday is the day when Jesus Christ is betrayed into the hands of 
sinners – the betrayal which leads on to the remainder of His passion, His 
death, and His resurrection. He is preparing for this – He is the Paschal 
Lamb, crucified and exalted at the Passover.  
 
On Maundy Thursday, we commemorate two of the most humble yet 
powerful actions of Jesus Christ , His washing of the disciples' feet, and His 
institution of the Eucharist at the Last Supper. Jesus, the King of Glory, 
stoops down low to wash His disciples' feet – a scene in which we see the 
Son of God serving all, in the most humble form. This remarkable humility is 
what St Paul speaks of in his Letter to the Philippians – Christ did not regard 
His divine identity as something to be exploited, but took the form of a 
servant and humbled Himself. Indeed, Peter is initially shocked when Christ 
does this – shocked in a way not dissimilar to John the Baptist, when Jesus 
asks to be baptised by him – but, when Christ explains why He is doing this, 
the Servant King continues with glorious authority.  
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On the same day, Jesus celebrates the Passover with His friends – and 
institutes the Eucharist. Once again, we see the Servant King's pure love and 
self-giving, Himself bringing us back to God. Every time we meet for Holy 
Communion – be it in Church, or at home by making an Act of Spiritual 
Communion – we participate in the one perfect Sacrifice of the Eucharist, as 
first instituted by Jesus Christ that first Maundy Thursday, in remembrance 
of Him and in unity with Him.  
 

Another favourite hymn of mine is 'Brother, Sister, Let Me Serve You'. 
Whatever context we are in, I believe this is something we can always do, 
wherever we are. How best might you today imitate the love and example 
of Jesus Christ, the Servant King, to those around us?  

 

 

                Will Lyon Tupman – Ordinand 
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Reflection for Good Friday 

Isaiah 52.13-53.13, the Suffering Servant 

 

‘Surely he has borne our infirmities and 
carried our diseases; yet we 
accounted him stricken, struck down 
by God, and afflicted. But he was 
wounded for our transgressions... 
Upon him was the punishment that 
made us whole, and by his bruises we 
are healed.’ (Isaiah 53.4-5) 

Today we come to the heart of Holy 
Week, to the action of God, in his 
Beloved Son Jesus Christ, for the 
salvation of our world, and indeed for 
the reconciliation of the whole 
cosmos. St John attempts to fathom 
the mystery, that the eternal Word, 
through whom God created the 
world, now flesh in Jesus Christ, 
actually dies at the heart of sinful 
humanity. Yes, we believe, as Jurgen 
Moltmann put it in his book, in a 
‘crucified God’. Today we watch and wait, in horror and grief, as the Lord of 
life is tortured and crucified, a most cruel and terrible death... hoping, 
against hope, for resurrection, that (as John 1 put it) ‘the light shines in the 
darkness and the darkness does not overcome it.’ And, for many Christians, 
our reflections turn not only to the Passion Narratives in the four Gospels, 
but to the prophet words of the Book of Isaiah, the final Servant Song, this 
time dwelling on his suffering.  

It is worth noting that originally, for the Jewish people – before Christ – this 
text was taken as relating either to an individual, destined to come, or for 

Bearing of the Cross  (Albrecht Dürer) 
(Museum of Fine Arts, Houston) 

 
5https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/57/Albrecht_D%C3%BCrer_-_Bearing_of_the_Cross_-
_Google_Art_Project.jpg 
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the fate of the Jewish people as a whole. Nonetheless the New Testament 
rightly applies it to the suffering and death of Jesus Christ, ‘for us and for our 
salvation’.  

However we understand the theology of Jesus’ death – what theologians 
term the ‘atonement’ or the ‘saving work of Christ on the cross’ – it is clear 
that Jesus dies for his people, and so, mysteriously reconciles them back to 
God. Various theories of atonement are put forward in Christian theology: 
principally the Cross as sacrifice (as is evident in the Isaiah text above), the 
Cross as victory, the Cross as means of forgiveness of sins, and the Cross as 
moral example. But what matters today, beyond all doctrine, is simply that 
we ‘stay with him’, watch and wait, and pray, in sadness and devotion to our 
Lord; perhaps also in solidarity with all who suffer today, especially victims 
of religious persecution, prisoners of conscience, and victims of oppression. 
May we be strengthened in faith and devotion to our Lord, and renewed by 
his saving death and passion. 

A prayer written by young people in Kenya: 

 ‘Blessed be Jesus who died to save us. Blessed be Jesus, who had 
compassion on us. Blessed be Jesus, who suffered loneliness, rejection and 
pain, for our sakes. Blessed be Jesus, through whose cross I am forgiven. Lord 
Jesus, deepen my understanding of your suffering and death. Amen’ 

 

              Rev James Shakespeare 
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Holy Saturday 

 

Matthew 27:57-end; c.f. John 19:38-end; Matthew 28; John 11:25-26.  

 

“Crucified, dead and buried. He descended into Hell; the third day He rose 
again from the dead; He ascended into Heaven.” - The Apostles' Creed.  

 

“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though 
they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.” - 
Jesus, in John 11:25-26 (NRSV)  

 

The Easter Triduum – that is, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter 
Vigil with Easter Day – is, along with Christmas, the most important time of 
the Liturgical Year. It tells the story of Jesus Christ's passion, death and 
resurrection; His redemption of humanity, and His reconciling of us with 
God, Himself being God with us. But within the Easter Triduum, there is 
another very important day, which is often less thought about – Holy 
Saturday. Is there a tendency to neglect Holy Saturday? What exactly is Holy 
Saturday?  

 

Holy Saturday is the full and complete day in which Jesus Christ was dead. St 
Matthew's Gospel details the commissioning of the soldiers to secure the 
tomb, making it as secure as possible so that the body of Christ could not be 
stolen. Whether these were Roman soldiers or the Temple Guard, they 
would have very strictly enforced this; neither group would have wanted 
any more drama to unfold about the Messiah. And yet, on Easter Day, the 
tomb was indeed found to be empty – as discovered by the women, the 
other disciples, and the shocked guards who could only watch in amazement 
as an angel rolled the stone away. The risen Christ, who would later pass 
through locked doors, had passed through the tomb – and, in accordance 
with the Scriptures, had risen from the dead.  

 

But what actually happened beforehand, on that first Holy Saturday? On 
Holy Saturday comes the Harrowing of Hell, the vital hinge-point between 
Good Friday and Easter Sunday. Jesus Christ Himself rescues His people from 
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Hell – powerfully lifting them out, as many icons and other artistic 
representations depict. In the Harrowing of Hell, Jesus defeats the power of 
death – and even death itself – leading His people on to share in His 
resurrection.  

 

It had to be Jesus Christ who did this. Only God has the power to defeat 
death; Jesus, being the second Person of the Trinity, is fully divine – so has 
the power to do this. Jesus, being Incarnate and fully human, can effect this 
for us. As baptised siblings in Christ, we are baptised into His death; and 
likewise, we are also baptised into His resurrection.  

 

Lord Jesus, we thank you for your blessed passion, death and resurrection; 
your loving self-giving to free us from our sins. As your siblings in the world 
today, we pray that we may always seek to love and serve you, the Servant 
King, and all people who we meet in our thoughts, words and deeds, 
proclaiming your Good News throughout our lives. Amen.   

 
 

     Will Lyon Tupman – Ordinand  
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Easter Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Mary Magdalene at the Sepulchre 
(Giovanni Girolamo Savoldo) 

(Getty Center) 
 
 

John 20.1-18: Early in the morning 
 
 

“Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb”  John 20.1 
 

During the periods of lockdown over the last year, I have got even more 
used to rising early. Along with many parents of school-aged children, home-
schooling during the pandemic, I have struggled to find times for peaceful 
working without their (smiling, enthusiastic, but sometimes frustrating) 
interruptions. And so I have often found myself rising, whilst it is still dark, to 
begin the day.  

Perhaps this is why, when I reread this very familiar passage today, I was 
drawn to that first line and how Mary came to the tomb in darkness. In 

6https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/00/Giovanni_Girolamo_Savoldo_%28Italian_%
28Lombard%29%2C_active_about_1480_-_after_1548%29_-_Saint_Mary_Magdalen_at_the_Sepulchre_
-_Google_Art_Project.jpg 
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Matthew and Luke, the women come at dawn. In Mark it is just after 
sunrise. Only in John does the approach to the tomb happen in darkness. 
Likewise, only in John does Mary Magdalene come alone.  

Maybe, like many of us lately, Mary had been unable to sleep. Maybe, after 
a restless night she had finally given up, and left the bed in which she had 
been tossing and turning, to come to the tomb. Maybe she needed to be 
there first, before anyone else, to spend time alone with her sorrow. Or 
maybe, like my early rising, she simply knew there was much to do on that 
first day of a new week and she wanted to make a start on getting the jobs 
done.  

I imagine it remains dark as Mary makes her discovery that the tomb is 
empty, and as she hurries off to find Simon Peter. It remains dark too as 
Simon Peter and the disciple who Jesus loved, make their own race to the 
place and discover the strips of cloth and the linen. And it remains dark as 
those two disciples return to where they are staying; apparently seeing and 
believing but still not understanding that Jesus had risen.  

I imagine then that the light only begins to dawn when, finally, the man who 
Mary had assumed was the gardener calls her name: ‘Mary’. As Jesus says 
Mary’s name, her eyes are opened and the light comes rushing in. Jesus who 
was, and is, and always will be the light shining in the darkness, was there 
before her. 

There have been times during this pandemic when the world has seemed 
very dark, and during winter I remember the countless days that seemed to 
remain a foggy grey; as if life itself had been drained from the world. But the 
Good News of Easter is that Christ, the Light of the World, has overcome the 
darkness. Even when we, like those first disciples, are filled with sorrow and 
confusion, we can take comfort that Christ calls our names too and that our 
risen Lord has the power to cast out all our fear and to renew our sense of 
hope and calling.  

With a renewed sense of optimism, Mary was commissioned to go to the 
others and tell them the good news that she had heard. This Easter, we too 
are called to live as people of the light and to share that good news that the 
darkness can never overcome the light. Alleluia. 

       Rev Chris Campbell 
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Easter Monday 

 

‘Christ is Risen! 
There’s ecstasy for a moment, sheer, wild, abandoned ecstasy. 
And then we have a Bank Holiday.’ John Pritchard 
 

‘If anyone is in Christ there is a new creation: everything old has passed 
away; see, everything has become new!’ 2 Corinthians 5:17 
 

‘Let him Easter in us.’ Gerard Manley Hopkins 
 
 

After Christmas there come the 12 days of Christmas that take us to 
Epiphany. We continue eating, seeing relatives and friends, partying at New 
Year and celebrating the birth of the Christ child (or using his birth as an 
excuse for further celebration) until our Christmas trees come down either 
for Epiphany or at a stretch at Candlemas. Whether or not you believe, there 
is something about Christmas that touches us all. But Easter has a dramatic, 
often prayerful, reflective, faith-filled build up in Lent; a weekend of extreme 
emotions with the despair and anguish of Good Friday, the flat silence of 
Holy Saturday, the exuberant joy of Easter Sunday – and then it’s over. But 
without Easter there would be no Christmas. 
 

Easter is the most profound event in the Christian church year. It is the 
reason for our faith. It is the cornerstone of Christianity. The events that 
occurred after Jesus was left for dead in his cold tomb changed the world, 
changed the people who witnessed it, and established a new religion - but 
maybe we have forgotten that they change us. 
 

Easter is a bit too hard. Sometimes we don’t know how to talk about it. 
Because you can’t have Easter Sunday without Good Friday, and Good 
Friday is not something that you can explain easily. It’s not a fun story: it’s 
got blood and guts and gore and earthquakes and a lot of baddies. A journey 
to the empty tomb is not like a journey to the manger. There is no new-born 
with his adoring mother. No angels. Just an absence.  
 

Most of us love Spring - flowers in the garden, Easter bunnies and chicks. 
Maybe we love it because it gives us a sense of hope, the promise of new 
life, the return of summer. But all this newness is not really new – it is the 
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cycle of nature: death, winter, birth, spring. After these births death comes 
again. And this is one of the problems of Easter – that to deal with the harsh 
reality of Easter we associate this cycle with the new life of Christ. When 
Jesus rose to life, he did not die again. Jesus will never die again. Jesus rising 
again is what makes us fully human, fully alive. ‘Christ has met, fought and 
beaten the King of Death. Everything is different because he has done 
so.’ (C.S. Lewis). Believing in the resurrection should change not only how 
we see the world but how we live in the world. We need to become people 
in whom others can see new life.  
 

Jesus, risen and let loose in the world, 
You come to us even in our darkness and doubt 

With words of invitation and welcome.  
Continue to reveal yourself to us when doubt is strong and darkness deep 

And in your mercy draw us to safe ground, by the fearless light of truth. 
Amen. 
 

 

                    Lucy Holden 
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