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Thank you to Kate Aylmer and Michael Fincham for the 

photographs in this issue. 
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Ceri writes 

 

New school uniform, assembling the 
basics for university accommodation, 
choosing an evening class for a new 
hobby or language. New timetables, new 
names, new faces ….. September is the 
season for making a new start as much as 
it is for celebrating harvest and 
fruitfulness.  

We love the idea of starting afresh, 
untrammelled by previous mistakes. I love 
making things, but I don’t love unpicking 
many, many rows of knitting or sewing because I’ve spotted a 
mistake. Nor do I love having to accept that to correct a mistake that I 
have only just noticed would involve such a disproportionate amount 
of time and effort that I shall just have to hope that nobody else 
notices it. 

Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of Canterbury and former Master 
of Magdalene College, said that the theologian is always beginning in 
the middle of things. Finding the starting point for any structured 
analysis of God and of his relationship with the world and with 
ourselves is a seemingly impossible task. We just have to begin 
relating to God from where we are.  

Rob Parsons in Loving Against the Odds writes about how in any new 
relationship it can be a seemingly innocent comment that leads to a 
full meltdown because you cannot know what family baggage your 
comment might have stirred up. We carry a lot with us whenever we 
go into any new situation or into a new relationship, and it is 
impossible for any of us to begin with anything like a clean sheet. The 
various new ministers who have been given new positions in the 
Prime Minister’s government are doubtless discovering this.   
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The Bible begins with the account of how the world, as created by 
God, was “very good”. And yet the Bible is also full of numerous fresh 
starts: the new beginning with Noah’s family after the Flood; the 
settling of the Israelites in the Promised Land; and the building of the 
new Temple when the Israelites returned from exile in Babylon.  

God understands our yearning to start again and to get things right 
this time. After Peter had three times denied that he was a disciple of 
Jesus, the resurrected Jesus three times asked Peter to re-commit to 
Jesus, and each time Jesus affirmed Peter’s future role.  

God always knows what we have been through and he confirms that 
we are loved and accepted despite all of it and he turns it all to good 
account. Look at how God took Saul, with his deep knowledge of the 
history and traditions of the Israelites, his drive and his commitment, 
and re-made him as Paul, to be the architect of the emerging 
Christian church.  

We have all been through a great deal since March 2020. As we make 
a further new fresh start and we get together with people again, we 
bring with us all our experiences, good and bad, of these past 
months, together with the new insights that we have gained since 
March 2020. Now is a good time to begin going to church again, to 
pick up the Bible again (start with the gospel of Mark and read it 
straight through), to begin exploring vocation again. We love fresh 
starts, and so does God.  

 

Ceri 
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Creationtide 

 

This month, in our Sunday morning services to celebrate Creationtide and God as 

Creator, we’ve been looking at our relationship to the world and to God. We have 

been exploring what loving God and loving our neighbour looks like, as we face the 

challenge of the Climate Change Crisis.  

In her lecture on 10 September, Dr Jo Depledge gave us an insight into the 

complexities of balancing the priorities and needs of the 196 countries, plus the EU, 

that have signed up as parties to COP26. The parties are so various that they often 

straddle different interest groups and make complex alliances: oil-exporting 

countries, islands vulnerable to rising temperatures, fast-growing economies with 

such large populations that they still have low emissions per person, countries that 

are democratically diverse and ones with strong central policy control….. Our 

informal communion service on 19th September brought home the importance of 

getting everybody on board with the process, as we discovered just how frustrating 

it is to try to complete a jigsaw puzzle when some of the pieces are missing.  

Our attitude to the world is conflicted: is the earth there to serve us, or are we to 

serve it? Bible scholars have puzzled over God in Genesis 1 commissioning 

humanity to rule over the earth, but then in Genesis 2 directing mankind to look 

after the Garden of Eden and to serve it. How can we reconcile such different 

approaches to humankind’s relationship with the world? It is in Jesus, our Servant 

King, that we can see the paradox of the ruler who serves the world. Jesus came 

down from heaven and made himself nothing to die on the cross (Phil 2:7-8). By 

contrast, humankind has not served the planet well, and people have abused their 

capacity to exploit the planet. We should be working for and not against our world, 

for the good of humankind and ultimately for the glory of God.  
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Jesus told a story about the farmer whose response to his fields producing 

abundantly was to build new and better barns to store it all (Luke 12:16-21). I know 

that temptation to congratulate myself on my shiny new storage boxes for all my 

accumulated stuff. But remembering that all things come from God (1 Chron 29:14) 

makes it easier to be generous in giving things away instead of storing them up.   

God’s call to look after the weak and the marginalised (Deut 24:19-22) reflects 

God’s heart for the whole of his creation. Living relatively comfortably in this very 

pleasant part of Cambridge, we have far more choices open to us than many others 

in the UK or in the wider world. Jesus’ reminder that what we do for the weakest of 

us, we do for him (Matthew 25:31-46), challenges us to make the choices that will 

ultimately benefit those whose lives are more constrained, by poverty or disability 

or a lack of access to the means to make a difference.  

So, our September services have also addressed what we as individuals might do 

about the Climate Change Crisis. On the first Sunday morning of September, we 

pooled our thoughts about how we could make a difference, here in Cambridge. 

We could plant a tree, turn off the lights, stop wasting food, lobby the supermarket 

to use less plastic, share the veg from the allotment, write to our MP, make soup 

from leftovers, take the bus not the car, cycle instead of driving. On the last Sunday 

morning in September, we thought about how the Christian who isn’t being a 

Christian is as useless as salt that isn’t salty, or a lamp whose light is hidden. It is by 

making our choices with integrity and with kindness, listening to others and 

thinking about our impact on our neighbours, that we can be Christians in the 

Climate Change Crisis.  

 

Ceri 
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The Ocean Underworld 

 

No more a hidden Underworld, 

A secret habitation 

Of yet more weird and wonderful creatures 

Who live beneath the seas. 

 

Startling pictures emerge 

From the twilight zone of the ocean, 

Never before seen, 

Captured by remote cameras 

With infra-red light 

And portrayed on our TV screens. 

Submersibles, 

Built to with stand extreme pressures 

Reach unimaginable depths 

Revealing the treasures of the Deep. 

 

In the darkest zone, 

No camera can reveal 

Where the sun doesn't penetrate; 

Yet images emerge 

Seen by the human eye, 

Captured in the imagination, 

Dragged from the depths of the abyss. 
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The ocean floor, 

A vast unexplored territory 

Of crags and crevices, forests and fauna, 

Bubbling springs and volcanic gases. 

Abandoned wrecks of lost Galleons 

Spilling their bounty, 

Now inhabited by monsters of the deep. 

 

If "the world is our oyster", 

Our Underworld is yet to reveal 

'Pearls beyond price'. 

 

Beryl 
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Reducing our Carbon Footprint 

Last time I wrote in the parish voice I said that I would consider how 

we could reduce our carbon footprint in travel and transport. 

Over the last fifty years our transport wants and needs have changed 

enormously. Our transport distances have doubled. Car travel has 

become the norm and has become affordable. Car based lifestyles 

have been encouraged, and patterns of work, shopping and housing 

have grown up in response to the convenience of the car. Air travel 

has become convenient and much cheaper. 

As we know about 25% of our carbon usage is in this area of our lives 

and so what can we do to make a difference 

We love our cars and how convenient they are. But we must consider 

how many people in the world are using petrol for this every day. 

When we see how traffic jams pile up all over the world, we have to 

think about how much carbon we release, and how to reduce the 

distances we travel and reduce our petrol usage. I have a friend now 

entirely reliant on electricity for his car and others who rely on 

electricity for most of their car travels.  With organization it is 

possible to travel anywhere in the UK  

So hopefully for me the next car will be a hybrid at least.  

It is certainly time too to consider public transport ie railways and 

buses for our main means of getting about. Railways are great but is 

extremely expensive especially when used for commuting.  But so 

much less stressful, n o need to concentrate on the road, time to 

check notes or indeed read a book. The difference in price is worth it! 

I would like to use the local buses more for my local journeys but they 

are not  reliable. And I have to go round the arches to get where we 
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want to go. Over the next ten years I hope they will improve. I think 

we need much smaller vans and the driver should have the money or 

we should have tickets already bought.  

Next we come to travel abroad. Don’t we love it. The weather, the 

new scenery and just being away from home. But lets face it. Planes 

are gas guzzlers and each journey is usually not essential but a 

pleasure. Even when visiting relatives abroad the carbon footprint is 

large and not essential. We could after all have stayed at home with 

our relatives. 

Then there are the cruises that I definitely love. I think most of us are 

looking forward to some holiday that involves us in using carbon in a 

non essential way. It’s time to think again and decide Do we want a 

planet or are we willing to reduce the earth to a rubble. 

Key points of Carbon reduction. 

Car use locally 

• Only use the car when no other means of transport is possible. 

• If you have to use car make sure you collect all the places you 

have to go into a round voyage. 

• Use an electric car whenever possible and consider an electric 

or hybrid car next time you change it. 

• Make sure the load in your car is as light as possible. Anything 

heavy adds fuel use. 

• If you can give friends and neighbours a lift, it’s not only fun to 

catch up on gossip, but saves fuel.  

Trains and buses for normal get about. 

• Consider using public transport for every journey. It’s much less 

stressful and reduces your carbon footprint. 
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Holidays and further journeys 

• Consider your flight miles These are very profligate. Use trains 

and buses wherever possible 

• Consider the petrol a cruise uses before booking one. 

• Bus tours moving every day also use petrol in quantity 

• Stay in Britain vacations have a lot to be said for them, and isn’t 

Britain beautiful? 

Visiting relatives and friends 

• Count the cost to the planet before you go. It is sometimes 

essential but remember to try to add everything you need to do 

into one journey. 

• Include a funeral or wedding for the start of a holiday. 

Gail 

Next time: consumption and water. 
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The Glasgow Climate Conference (COP26):  
an inside story (still on line) 10 Sept 2021 

 
Dr Jo Depledge, St John’s member and expert on the international 
climate change negotiations gave us a wonderfully clear insight into 
the UN’s Summit, COP26 to be held in Glasgow, 1-12 November in-
volving 197 countries plus the EU and thousands from different chari-
ties, action groups, businesses, faith groups and churches.        
 
The Conference of the Parties meets regularly to tackle climate 
change and the worrying rise in global temperature above pre-
industrial levels. The aim is to keep it well below 2⁰C and we heard 
how industrialisation in the global North and the way we live have 
resulted in massive inequalities, with the world’s poor doing little to 
cause climate change but suffering the most.   
 
Jo showed much has been achieved so far but we all need to do more 
to stop deforestation, only use renewable energy, and use it more 
efficiently at home and at work.  
 
So as we confess our part in the crisis, we pray for pledges at Glasgow 
to keep the increase below 2⁰C, financial support for developing 
countries, global leaders committed to solving this existential chal-
lenge, and for the UK’s Alok Sharma, President of COP26, who has the 
unenviable task of seeking a consensus among delegates each of 
whom will have their own agenda depending on their country’s level 
of development and dependence on fossil fuels. 

Brian Heap 
 
Dr Depledge’s talk is available online at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YOKJt0EjlB8  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YOKJt0EjlB8
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Book Review 

Creation in Crisis: A view from the fells 

Both memoir and manifesto, at once polemical and poetical, English 

Pastoral offers one man’s insight into what has gone wrong with farming in 

England and how it can be saved.  

James Rebanks’ latest book naturally falls into three parts:  nostalgia, 

progress (or so we thought), and utopia. James Rebanks’ family had two 

farms. His family has long owned his grandfather’s farm in the fells of the 

Lake District that is too small and too steep to benefit from progressive 

ideas. But there is also his father’s larger, tenanted, farm on flatter land, 

where his father feels compelled by growing economic pressures to adopt 

the new techniques and approaches.  

As a teenager turned off farm work by his father’s dour impatience with his 

efforts, James Rebanks is given a second chance by his grandfather, who 

refuses to accept that James is already a lost cause. James gradually absorbs 

his grandfather’s appreciation for the fells. Within a year, James has 

embraced the family’s farming heritage.  

Rebanks’ descriptions of the landscape and its wildlife are so vivid and 

atmospheric you can see, hear, and feel the summer afternoons and the 

misty mornings and all the nuances of the weather in-between. He has a 

knack for noticing the habits that define a mindset, and a good ear for the 

snippets of dialogue that epitomise his own family’s and his neighbours’ 

approach to life. He is astute about the markers of community, deftly 
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describing the distinctions between the farmers and those who’ve retreated 

to the bland comforts of the local towns.  

His writing is authentic, coming out of a deep appreciation of place and of 

people, and giving him the authority to write both critically and passionately 

about the changes in farming that have done so much damage to the 

resilience of the land. His account of the changes that have swept 

agriculture is assured and convincing: the disappearance of hedgerows 

maintained over centuries, the dependence upon artificial fertiliser, the loss 

of any personal connection with livestock that have become merely units of 

production.  

Above all, Rebanks highlights the farmers’ loss of connection with the soil 

and with the soil’s state of health. His critique is supported by compelling 

statistics. If we have any remaining uncertainty about where unchecked 

progressive methods are heading, Rebanks takes us to the American Mid-

West to show us the future of our farming if we do not heed his warnings. 

This is where insisting on the cheapest supermarket food will take us.  

Rebanks is generous in his account of the teamwork involved in developing 

a better model of farming. He gives full credit to the river conservation 

experts helping him to shape a landscape more resilient to flooding, after 

the catastrophic floods of Storm Desmond in December 2015. Warm and 

engaging throughout, the book ends on an upbeat note of optimism about 

the future of farming if we are willing to acknowledge and engage with the 

issues Rebanks has addressed.  

Ceri 
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Sunday Services at St John’s 

Sunday 3 October (Harvest)  10am All Age Harvest Festival   
     6pm Holy Communion 

10 October (Gift Day)  10am Parish Communion (+ Children’s Church),  
     6pm Evensong 

Tuesday 12 October   6.30pm Homerton College, Charter Choir   
     Choral Evensong (starts) 

17 October (Trinity 20)  10am All Age Communion    
     6pm Evensong 

24 October (Bible Sunday)  10am Parish Communion (+ Children’s Church),  
     6pm Evensong 

31 October (All Saints)  10am Parish Communion    
     6pm All Souls Service 

Please Note: in November our All Age service is on the second Sunday: 
Remembrance Sunday 

7 November (3 before Advent) 10am Parish Communion (+Children’s Church),  
     6pm Evensong 

14 November (Remembrance) 10am Act of Remembrance    
     6pm Holy Communion 

21 November (Christ the King) 10am All Age Communion, 6pm Evensong 

28 November (Advent Sunday) 10am Parish Communion (+Children’s Church),  
     6pm Advent Carol Service (Charter Choir) 

Weekday Worship and Activities at St John’s 

Mondays 9.00am  Morning Prayer in Church    
  10.00am  Toddle Along in St John’s Centre   
  7.00pm  Monday Bible Study Group on Zoom   
     (Check time) 

Tuesdays  9.00am  Morning Prayer on Zoom    

  10.30am  Tuesday Bible Study Group in St John’s Centre 

  6.30pm  Choral Evensong with Charter Choir, (term time)  

Wednesdays 9.00am  Morning Prayer in Church 

 10.00am  Holy Communion     
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  7.30pm  Wednesday Bible Study Group on Zoom   

     (Check Time)      

  9.00pm  Compline on Zoom 

Thursdays 9.00am  Morning Prayer on Zoom    

  6.30pm   St John’s Choir Practise (starting with Trebles) 

Other Dates 

Sunday 10th October   Gift Day 

Saturday 16th October  Autumn Fundraising Bazaar 

Thursday 21st October  Parish Walking Group outing 

Saturday 6th November  Partnership for Missional Church Cluster meeting 

Saturday 20th November  Parish Walking Group outing 

Parish Register 

Baptism: Guilia Hester Giammona      

  1st August 

Marriages: Kai Wai Chan & Robert Weatherley,     

  4th August 

  Jan Milan Orilla Lim & Micah William Tipple Patterson,  

  17th August 

Funerals: Michael Yate Johnson       

  8th September 

  Myra Gilliam Lawrence       

  13th September 

  Greta Joyce Blake       

  28th September 
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Mission Committee 
 

Our Mission Partners in Burundi, The Bethesda Project, continue to 

help young people with disabilities by visiting them at home, 

transporting them to clinic visits, providing (very basic) wheelchairs 

when funds permit and giving help in kind – eg buying them a goat or 

setting up a small business - to encourage self-sufficiency.  Covid-19 is 

spreading rapidly in the whole country with hospitals so full that some 

patients have to remain at home.  Although vaccines have been 

provided, the government is reluctant to use them.  They ask for our 

prayers. 

As we mentioned in the last Parish Voice, our support for St Peter’s 

Happiness Nursery has come to an end after many years.  Sadly they 

have had to vacate their former premises because the land is needed 

for church buildings and there is no cash available to purchase a plot 

elsewhere to re-establish the school.  The Headteacher pleaded for 

more funds to enable her to complete the primary education of the 

top class: as funding from St John’s had ended, some private 

donations were sent.  The Mission Committee are researching other 

charities to find a new Mission Partner.   

We should soon receive an update from Ultan McCabe whom we 

introduced in the last Parish Voice and who is working, via the Church 

Mission Society, for Middle East Concern, a Christian ministry 

supporting persecuted Christians in the Middle East and North Africa. 

The committee would like to encourage a new member to join us, 

following the departure of Jane Henry who is moving out of the area.  

Details are given elsewhere in this issue. 

Katie 
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St Johns Walking Group 

 
The St Johns walking group reconvened in June, following a break dur-
ing the pandemic, and have walked monthly since then. It has been a 
treat to get out in groups and chat as we walk after our solitary walks 
during lockdowns.  
  
We aim to organise monthly walks alternating between Thursday and 
Saturday mornings, so that families will have a chance to join us. 
Walks will be about 5 miles long, and will be led by David Waterhouse, 
Cathy Davies or James. All are welcome! 
 
Our next planned walks will be on: 
 
Thursday 21st October - a circular walk from Knapwell via Childerley 
Hall. 
 
Saturday 20th November - Hildersham to Linton followed by lunch at 
the Dog and Duck pub. 
  
Look out for details of walks in the parish weekly news. If you would 
like to go on a mailing list to receive regular email updates about the 
walks, please email Cathy Davies: cathdvs@btinternet.com 
 
 

mailto:cathdvs@btinternet.com
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Autumn Fair 

16th October 2021  

12 noon ‘til 4pm 

 

St John the Evangelist will be holding a fair on October 16th 2021 

from 12 ‘til 4pm to raise funds for the church. 

We invite you to drop in. There will be stalls selling clothes, books, 

bric-a-brac and collectibles, jewellery, cakes and much more 

including teas and refreshments. 

You are invited to contribute to the sale by bringing the items that 

you would like to recycle and re-home: good quality second hand 

clothes, collectibles, books and anything else.  

These items can be brought to the church on Friday 15th between 5 

and 7 pm, or on the morning of the 16th between 10 and 11 am. 

Please DON’T bring any electrical goods or anything which should 

really just go to the tip! 

If you would like your donations to be collected by us, please contact 
the church office via email [stjecambridge@gmail.com] or talk to 
Roger, Julia or Joseph (our churchwardens) at church before 11th 

October to make arrangements... 
 

mailto:stjecambridge@gmail.com
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A CHRISTIAN RESPONSE TO POVERTY 
 
The Autumn/Winter catalogue is now available and can be picked up from 
the monthly stall or from my house by arrangement.  It included this year’s 
selection of Christmas cards which will be available on 3 October. 
Traidcraft are proud that the catalogues are plastic free, recyclable, made 
from sustainably sourced paper and printed in an efficient local factory 
where 100% of energy comes from renewable sources, and zero waste is 
just around the corner (currently just 0.05% of their waste ends in landfill!). 
In fact, they have more than halved their carbon footprint since 2014. 
 
Fashion Watchdog  Over 8,600 supporters have added their signatures to 
Traidcraft’s petition calling on the government to set up a Fashion 
Watchdog.  This aims to change the way clothing retailers do business and 
help improve the lives of millions of garment workers around the 
world.  Too many fashion retailers cut corners to squeeze out profits at the 
expense of the people who make our clothes.  Unfortunately, UK retailers 
are some of the worst.  If a garment is cheap, someone else is paying the 
price……. 
 
Country Living magazine have run tests to find the best eco-toilet paper and 
here is the verdict.  This was our best performing paper made entirely of 
recycled paper, with profits goint towards Traidcraft, who support artisans 
and producers worldwide.  For the full report see  
https://www.countryliving.com/uk/homes-interiors/interiors/g36888101/
best-eco-toilet-paper/ 
 
Meru Herbs  At the heart of Tharaka Nithy County in rural Kenya, lies a 
female-led organisation, that is greatly invested in empowering and 
transforming the lives of local farmers. Up to 100 local women are 
employed to prepare fruits and herbs, and make the most amazing, all-
natural sauces and jams.  Meru Herbs aim to alleviate many of the 
challenges faced by small-scale farmers in Kenya, including climate change, 
which has a huge, detrimental effect on their harvests. When investing in 
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their jams, pestos and sauces, you are supporting the empowerment of 
women, the reduction of poverty, and improving standards of living. More 
details of Meru products can be seen in the new catalogue. 
 
From the Traidcraft plc Annual Report 
In 2020, by purchasing Fairtrade goods from us, YOU helped to generate 
£23,900 in Fairtrade Premium; helping producers to fight for a fair deal in 
their communities.  This means that farmers and workers have a lifeline 
during crises like the Covid-19 pandemic.  They can use their Premium funds 
to become more resilient to climate change, to educate their children and 
to improve their communities. By choosing Fairtrade we are voting for the 
world we want to see.   
Thank you to St John’s customers for contributing to this result. 
 
Katie Knapton 
Tel: 212089 

  
  katiekapton@talktalk.net   

The Eco Church Display  

mailto:katiekapton@talktalk.net
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Moving on in Worship 

On Sunday 15 August at 10.00am, 
we had one of our special 
discernment services in our ‘Seeking 
God’s Way together’ series. This 
time it was ’Moving on in Worship’ 
 
We spent some time discerning what 
we have discovered about worship 
during the pandemic and what it 
might mean for us moving forward as a congregation. Have you 
realised how much you enjoy singing? Loved online worship? Hated 
online worship? Liked being able to choose between different Sunday 
services? Appreciated the later/ earlier start time? Missed 
worshipping all together? Wanted more all age services? Wanted 
fewer all age services?  
 
We know that for many reasons not everyone was able to participate 
in the service, so here is your opportunity to contribute to our 
discernment conversation if you would like to. 
 
We asked individual questions: 
• What have you enjoyed about worship in the last 18 months? 
• What have you found hardest? 
• What practical things have helped or hindered your worship? 
 
Then discussed some in groups: 
• What draws your attention to God in a service? 
• How has worship at St John’s evolved over the last 18 months? 
• How could we develop our worship so that is welcoming to 

others? 
 
At the end of the service, we were served with yummy refreshments 
and very much enjoyed continuing our conversations and getting to 
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know one another better. 
 
If you would like to consider these questions and wish to respond, 
please email Kate Aylmer (if you are able to) or put them in her 
pigeon hole in church. 
 
Whatever, please pray for how our worship can deepen and we can 
show God’s welcome to others. 

Cambridge Garden Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friendly, engaging, local 
Meets at St John the Evangelist, 

Hills Road, Cambridge 
 

Winter lectures, visits to nearby gardens of interest, tours with col-

lege head gardeners, plant swaps in members’ gardens and more 

For further information contact erica.lowry@btinternet.com 

01223 213607 

mailto:erica.lowry@btinternet.com
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WANTED 

a volunteer to join the Mission Committee. 

Who are we?  We are a small, efficient committee of six which meets 

three times a year, usually in January, April and September, for up to 

90 minutes, in person or on Zoom.  Interim correspondence is done 

by email. One of our number is moving from the area. 

What do we do? We discuss and make decisions about Church 

Mission, both at home and overseas and are currently researching a 

new charity to be our third Mission Partner. We also have 

responsibility for deciding to which charities the collections from 

special services, such as Remembrance Sunday, Christmas, Lent, will 

be given. 

What have we achieved recently?  As well as identifying a new 

Mission Partner working in the Middle East, we have overseen the 

twinning of all six toilets at St John’s with donations to Tear Fund 

which will enable people without toilet facilities to build a latrine. 

The initiative to work towards St John’s becoming an Eco Church 

began with this committee and has been embraced by the church as 

a whole. 

Interested? Please contact James or Katie if you would like to find 

out more. 
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News from the choir 

 

Congratulations to Leila who was appointed as head chorister and 

Alex who was appointed as team leader. Our thanks go to Sophie who 

was a fantastic head chorister during the unusual pandemic year. 

 

 
 

St  John’s church choir is recruiting! 

 

We currently have vacancies in our popular church choir. We lead the 

worship at St. John’s every week at the Sunday 10am service and also 

sing at other services (including 6pm evensong, weddings, carol sing-

ing). If you (or your child) enjoy singing then please come along to a 

rehearsal to see / hear what we do. 

 

Children rehearse Thursday 6:30pm to 7:30pm. 

Adults rehearse Thursday 7pm to 8pm. 
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Michael Johnson (1928-2021)  

Funeral address by Rev James 

Shakespeare, 8th September 2021 

 

May I say what a privilege it is for me, as 

Vicar, to give this address, and to 

articulate (on behalf of this community 

of St John’s in Cambridge), our gratitude 

for Michael’s faithful presence and 

support, as an active Church member 

here, during the final 33 years of his life 

– living, coincidentally, at 33 Beaumont 

Road… Jesus only lived for 33 years, but 

Michael has lived well into his 90s, with 

the last third of his innings back here in 

Cambridge, where he had (nearly 30 

years earlier) been a student – at Caius 

College – and began his career, post-

army, as a barrister; and where Beryl & 

Michael first set up home, in Windsor 

Road, and Jenny, Sally and Martin spent 

a portion of their childhood.  

I first met and got to know Michael in 

1999, when I arrived here as curate, 11 

years after Beryl & Michael’s return to 

Cambridge in 1988. And I’m only too 

aware of how much Michael contributed 

to St John’s: as Churchwarden, 

Treasurer, and loyal supporter of our 

Parish, in all its developments and 

changes – some of which he liked, and 

others he disliked! – over the years 

since. As Michael himself wrote, in a 

private article – drawing on 

Shakespeare’s ‘Seven ages of man’ – but 

applied specifically, in this case, to 

Churchgoing, and with typical candour: 

‘During my eighty years of church 

attendance I have been various 

welcomed, ignored, instructed, thankful, 

impressed, uplifted, exasperated – just 

like life, in fact, throughout its Seven 

Ages.’ 

So all I want to do here, for a few 

moments, is to reflect a little further on 

Michael’s life – in the context of our 

readings & music (always so vital to 

Michael), and other texts, making some 

connections; and offering a word of faith 

and undying hope; as we commend this 

remarkable Christian man, loving family 

man & gentleman to God; and as we 

pray, with love & respect & much 

gratitude, for Beryl, Jenny, Sally and 

Martin; and as we all prepare to step 

forward, in faith & hope & love, from 

this day forward, for the rest of our lives, 

and on into God’s eternal Kingdom. 

Michael knew his Bible, and no doubt 

the King James Version, which he would 

have grown up with, as a boy, in Chapel 

at Lancing College – and later in the 

Army, during his tours of duty. So he 

would have known the immortal words 

of Psalm 8, ‘What is man, that thou art 

mindful of him? And the son of man – 

referring, in this case, to ordinary 

mortals - that thou visitest him?  For 

thou hast made him a little lower than 

the angels, And hast crowned him with 
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glory and honour.’  

And yet, elsewhere, in Ecclesiastes, we 

hear also – alongside an awareness of 

human beings’ glory and honour – of our 

frailty and mortality. As the writer puts 

it, ‘Remember your creator in the days of 

your youth, before the days of trouble 

come, and the years draw near when you 

will say, “I have no pleasure in 

them”; before the sun and the light and 

the moon and the stars are darkened … 

and the silver chord is snapped and the 

golden bowl is broken… ; because all 

must go to their eternal home, and the 

mourners will go about the streets; and 

the dust returns to the earth as it was, 

and the breath returns to God who gave 

it.’  

I say this because it strikes me Michael 
was both a man of tremendous courage 
& discipline, in all that he achieved, and 
yet he was also only too aware of his 
vulnerability, not least with his hearing 
loss – in relatively early life – and his 
struggle with disability and declining 
health, in later years. Yet surely this is 
part of the human condition that we all 
share, and Michael lived this out with 
courage, fortitude and great dignity. 
+How much a debt is owed to Beryl, as 
devoted wife and life-long companion, as 
well as to the children, to Home Instead, 
as well as Anne, among our friends here 
at St John’s, as well as the staff at Arthur 
Rank & other carers from overseas… for 
your care & devotion, in recent years. 
 
Secondly it is a joy, it this special service, 

to hear two things which we can 

associate – alongside the challenges that 

life, latterly brought – with perhaps two 

of the most deeply joyful aspects of 

Michael’s life and fulfilment, alongside 

(of course) his loving family. In Psalm 

121, which Martin and friends beautifully 

sung to us, drawing on the sublime music 

of Walford Davies, we heard the words: 

‘I life up mine eyes to the hills, from 

whence cometh my held.’ And we’ve 

heard about the joy that the hills, quite 

literally, brought to Michael, as the 

family moved north to Cumbria, and 

having earlier been close to the South 

Downs. Michael loved his running, and 

he loved the landscape of Cumbria, and 

no doubt such exercise and fitness and 

imbibing of the country air, brought 

great joy and peace to his soul… And 

then there is the amazing music, which 

we’re relishing in this act of worship – 

much offered, lovingly, by family 

members – a reminder of Michael’s great 

love of music, from his earliest school-

days, and his appreciation of its divine 

qualities and gifts. Michael of course, 

himself – as we’ve heard – a much 

talented musician, who loved his piano, 

and could have gone even further, as a 

musician, if circumstances had been 

different. 

I would like to pay my respects and 

tribute, if I may – building on earlier 

comments – for the way in which 
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Michael lived the final three years of his 

life, and to honour the amazing way in 

which Michael courageously prepared 

for his death, loving surrounded by the 

family, as well as members – at various 

points – of our ministry team, here at St 

John’s. Someone has written, 

somewhere, that one of the most 

important things we can do, in this life, is 

to prepare for a good death. And 

Michael did this, graciously, and 

patiently, and allowing – in his disability 

– himself to receive from others, as well 

as to express his gratitude for all that 

they had given him. Some of Michael’s 

final words were, quite simply, “thank 

you” – thank you for all that he had 

received, for the love and care of family, 

and for the gifts that he had been given, 

enabling him to live his life, the best that 

he could. And it really reveals the depths 

of his love for his family, and all that they 

meant – and still mean – to him. It 

reminds one of words from the beautiful 

German hymn, so relevant to today, to 

Michael’s dying prayer and to our hope 

for him, and for each other, and the 

family: 

‘Now thank we all our God, with heart 
and hands and voices,  

Who wondrous things has done, in 
Whom this world rejoices;  

Who from our mothers’ arms has 
blessed us on our way –  

With countless gifts of love, and still is 
ours today. 

Oh, may this bounteous God through all 

our life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts and blessed 

peace to cheer us; 

And keep us in His grace, and guide us 

when perplexed; 

And guard us through all ills in this 

world, till the next.’ 

Finally, let me weave together a final 

word, from our reading from Revelation, 

linked to some beautiful words from the 

prophet Isaiah, as we prepare to 

commend Michael - with faith & 

thanksgiving - lovingly to God, affirming 

our Christian faith in God’s loving mercy 

and life everlasting, and looking forward 

to that great day when we will all be 

together again. Words from Revelation 

21, ‘See I am making all things new. 

[and] Write this, for these words are 

trustworthy and true… It is done’ (says 

the Lord) ‘I am the Alpha and the 

Omega. To the thirst I will give water as a 

gift from the water of life. Those who 

conquer will inherit these things, and I 

will be their God and they will be my 

children.’ And in similar vein the prophet 

Isaiah writes, offering wellsprings of 

refreshment – in our grieving and our 

struggles – for the way ahead:  

Do not remember the former things, 
    or consider the things of old. 
 I am about to do a new thing; 

    now it springs forth, do you not 
perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness 
    and rivers in the desert. 
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Homerton College Charter Choir 

 

We look forward to welcoming you to join us at Choral Evensong Services in St 
John’s Church, on Tuesdays at 6.30pm on the following dates:  

October 12, 19, 26;  

November 9, 16, 23 

On 9 November the service will be a Choral Remembrance Meditation. 

The Choir will also sing Evensong on Advent Sunday 27 November at 6pm. 

 

After a successful and enjoyable Choir tour to Portsmouth, Truro and Wells 
Cathedrals at the end of August, the Choir is now looking forward to the new term. 
In addition to welcoming Fresher Choristers, we also welcome Lorenzo Bennett as 
Junior Organ Scholar and Shanna Hart as Assistant Organist. As an undergraduate 
Shanna was Organ Scholar at Selwyn College and she also spent a year as Graduate 
Organist at Robinson College. 

 

Trish Maude 

And let me end, as we give thanks for 

Michael, and as we pray for Beryl, Jenny, 

Sally, Martin and all the family – of 

whom Michael was so richly proud – 

with a prayer of John Donne: 

 

Bring us, O Lord God, at our last 

awakening 

Into the house and gate of heaven. 

To enter that gate and dwell in that 

house, 

Where there shall be no darkness nor 

dazzling, but one equal light; 

No noise nor silence, but one equal 

music; 

No fears nor hopes, but one equal 

possession; 

No ends nor beginnings, but one equal 

eternity; 

In the habitation of thy glory and 

dominion, 

World without end. Amen 

 

Thanks be to God for Michael. And into 

thy hands O Lord, we comment his spirit. 
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The Homerton Singers 

Good News! 

Rehearsals of The Homerton Singers will resume on Monday 4 
October 2021 at 7.30 - 9.15pm, under the Direction of Dr Douglas 
Coombes, accompanied by the Homerton College Accompanist 
Scholar. 

Please come along to register and join in. 

From 11 October onwards the choir will meet in the new North Wing 
Auditorium in Homerton College, from 7.30 – 9.15pm. 

There are no auditions to join and if you do not read music, do not let 
that stop you from coming along. There will be plenty of help, 
certainly no pressure and definitely fun. For members of the general 
public the subscription for each term is £25 with music being 
provided. 

At the end of term there will be opportunities to sing in a concert on 
Saturday, November 27th in St. John’s in the afternoon, joined by the 
Choir form Dame Bradbury’s School, Saffron Walden. Their conductor 
and Head of music at the school is Laura Mullaly who took a 
postgraduate degree in Music Education at Cambridge University, 
where she was also Choral Scholar of Homerton College. In the 
evening we will sing a few songs in the end of term concert in 
Homerton, given by all the organisations of the Homerton College 
Music Society (HCMS) of which the Homerton Singers are members. 

We look forward to welcoming you on Monday evening 4 October. If 
you should need more information, please contact Trish on 
pmm24@cam.ac.uk. 
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Chris’ last Sunday at St John’s 

New Beginnings 

I am pleased that we are welcoming three new ordinands from Westcott House: 

Hannah Moore, Daniel Newman and Kenson Li. We look forward to getting to know 

them 

It is also a time of change and development with our clergy and lay ministers. A 

number of us are attending Rev Chris Campbell’s licensing as Rector at Ashwell, on 

28th September; Rev Dr Muthuraj Swamy is back with us at St John’s, after time out 

during August; and Rev Ceri Payne continues to settle into her new ministry as our 

new Assistant Curate (full-time). I am delighted that Jane Gardiner is now com-

mencing her LLM lay ministry training, and Sian Binley is being formerly authorised 

as a pioneer ALM, as well as overseeing our Children’s Church team. Children’s 

Church is now back, and we rejoice in the return of these activities, after 18 months 

of pandemic. 

James 



37 

Our Church Mission Society Link Mission Partners 

Some of you will remember Kylie Duncan’s visit to St John’s in 2010 before she left 
to work in NE India under the auspices of the CMS and with the support of several 
parishes, including ours.  Her remit was to work with local communities to raise the 
awareness of human trafficking and its dangers.  When asked how long she 
envisaged staying there she replied she was in it for the long term and when the 
question continued to be asked her answer was ‘For ten years then I’ll review and 
see’.  In July she will have been there for ten years.  She is now Kylie Bahadur, 
having met her husband Bhim through her work and become the mother of Joshua 
and Daniel.  
 
In 2019, having trained local teams to continue their calling in the NE, Kylie and 
Bhim relocated to NW India to carry out similar work there.   There they have 
become aware human degradation on a grand scale as the state they now work in is 
the source, corridor, transit and destination for human trafficking.  Witchcraft 
abounds as do activities connected with it; ritual abuse, sexual abuse, human 
trafficking and human sacrifice. Domestic violence is a cause of great concern, as is 
bride trafficking. It has become clear to them that such activities are linked to all 
levels of society. 
 
Previously Kylie and Bhim combined their anti-trafficking work with evangelism but 
in their new location there is less opportunity for preaching as they work with 
established faith organisations and Kylie is also involved with home schooling and 
life with a small baby.  Bhim returns from time to time to NE India, where child 
protection is currently the main focus, to attend regional meetings of colleagues 
there and to train potential Christian leaders. 
There is a personal matter which is of great concern to them.  India has passed a 
law to create a National Register of Citizens, and current citizens must prove that 
their family was enrolled int the 1951 Census when India gained its independence.  
Bhim is Nepali, his father having settled in India many years ago, and therefore will 
have difficulty proving his Indian citizenship, even though he has an Indian passport. 
They ask us to pray for wisdom as they work out what to do regarding the 
registration process, and to pray that Bhim will not lose his citizenship; if this 
happened Kylie and the children would lose their visas.     
 
     Katie 
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