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Advent promise of new life -  
like a Phoenix rising from the ashes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The coming of Advent feels particularly poignant this year. It is always a 
dramatic season of stepping back to entertain the new things that God is 
doing. During this time we are meant to pause, to reflect, to consider the big 
questions – of death, judgement, heaven and hell (what are we here for? 
what saves us, and gives us hope?). And we do this mindful of what God has 
done in the past, the Biblical narrative of his coming: through revelation to 
the prophets, and in the child born of Mary. And alongside God’s saving acts 
in the past, always against the backdrop of human failure, Advent also points 
us to look forward, to the ‘end times’: to what may happen in the future, 
both our own, and that of the world, which God has made. So like the 
mythical figure of Janus, the two headed dog, we look in two directions, 
both forward and back, in order to re-establish our bearings and recover 
right perspective – lifting us out of our egocentric mind-set. 
 
The poignancy of this year’s Advent arises from the double challenge we 
continue to face, our ongoing emergence from the Covid-19 pandemic – 
which is still creating ripples, in the UK and globally – and the even more 
fundamental challenge of the climate crisis. At the time of writing it is the 
eve of the COP26 Conference, and no one yet knows the extent to which 
world leaders, hosted by our Government, will rise to this existential 
challenge, and make meaningful sacrifices, for the sake of our world, and its 
future. The stakes could not be higher, and it remains the case that by far 

Thank you as always to Kate for  the ‘Let there be Light’ photograph  on the front cover. 
The alpha/omega/chi/rho sign above is from Wikimedia, CC0 1.0 Universal Public Domain 

https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en
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the worst impacts of climate change fall upon those living in the global 
south. So Advent is not just about telling the story of God’s past deeds, 
culminating in the coming of Christ – as if Christmas were solely an historical 
celebration. Over and against this view, Advent observes God’s coming into 
our lives NOW, and the challenge to respond to God TODAY, with an 
attitude of repentance, faith and discernment, committed to meet the 
urgent challenges of NOW. 
 
Listen, then, in this light, to some of the great Biblical texts we hear at this 
time of year, and see whether you are led to read them in a new light: 
 
 ‘The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new              
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah…I will put my law 
within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people.’ (Jeremiah 31. 31, 33) 
 
‘The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom… For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the 
desert.’ (Isaiah 35. 1, 5-6) 
 
‘Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am 
about to do a new thing; now it springs forth: do you not perceive it?’ (Isaiah 
43. 18-19) 
 
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ (Matthew 4. 17) 
 
It is in the light of this perspective, of re-appropriating God’s word for today, 
that Advent draws us into the fullness of what God promises to do in our 
lives NOW.  And in this context I offer the earnest hope of renewal, by the 
Holy Spirit, in our Christian witness at St John the Evangelist & in our 
engagement with the world around us. In Greek mythology we read about 
the Phoenix rising from the ashes; of a creature able to rise again, out of the 
ashes of suffering and defeat. Over some 18 months we, at St John’s have 
known – like everyone else – a time of suffering and deprivation, with the 
Covid-19 pandemic. I think back on my experiences as a hospital chaplain, 
helping set up our local mutual aid scheme, and the struggle of getting our 
worship online, as well as keeping in touch with parishioners during three 
lockdowns. Thankfully this autumn we have indeed begun to re-emerge 
positive.  
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But now, I firmly believe – if we return to the Lord and his will for us – that 
God is doing a new thing at St John’s; and we have the opportunity, with all 
our gifts and resources, to bear witness to the new thing that God wants to 
do in our world: in facing up to the existential challenges of our time, of a 
new way of believing and living more gently, of addressing climate change, 
and striving for sustainable development, social justice and peace for all 
peoples.   
 
I hope and pray that all of us will make the most of the teaching and 
worship of this special Advent season, rooted in prayer, as well as reaching 
out to one another, to build community, and serve the vulnerable. God 
bless you, and may you know the spirit of renewal and fresh hope, this holy 
season. 
  
        James 

Cambridge Churches 
Homelessness Project this 
winter – volunteers needed 
 
This winter CCHP will not be 
operating via local Church night 
shelters, but a central venue on 
Chesterton Road, the Crossways 
Project. Cambridge City Council are 
funding the rental of a 20-bed 
property, located at Crossways, 176 
Chesterton Road, CB4 1HZ, to house 
some of the homeless through the 
winter.  
 
Guests will be referred to the 
property by CCC who will be guided 
by relevant agencies. Whilst living at 
the property guests will receive any 
support they require from 
partnership organisations, including 

assistance to find more permanent 
accommodation. The project will be a 
24-hour service where guests are 
able to stay at the property all day, 
and a hot evening meal is provided 
each night.  
 
CCHP's contribution at Crossways will 
based on a similar model to what we 
used to have in the churches 
previously, where small teams would 
cook on site each evening and 
provide a hot meal for all the guests 
and volunteers. The meal will be 
eaten all together in the dining room.  
Volunteers are needed as follows: 
 Lead Cook and  
 Team of Assistant Cooks 17:00 – 

21:00 (dinner served at 19:00)  
 
Our priority will be hosting the 
evening meal but there will also be 
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News from the Choir 
 
Congratulations to Katherine and Abigail who were admitted as full 
choristers last month. We still have some vacancies for children in the choir. 
Please contact Elizabeth for further details. 
 
Many thanks to everyone who supported our cake sale earlier this term. We 
raised over £100 for choir funds. This money will be used to buy robes and 
music for the choir. 
 
 
 
 

several other volunteers shifts 
available.  
 
 Two Volunteers Present :  

6.30-10:00 ,  
10.00-14.00 , 

 14:00 – 18:30 ,  
18:30-22:00 ,  
22:00-6:30.  

On these shifts the same "listening 
ears" that have been offered to 
guests over the last few winters will 
form a large part of their role.  
 
However, there will also be a variety 
of different tasks available to trained 
volunteers: 
 Offering help with appointments  
 Helping guests look up housing 

options and completing forms (all 

coordinated by a resettlement 
worker)  

 Cleaning and maintaining the site  
 If a volunteer has a specific skill 

that they would like to share with 
guests, there will be an 
opportunity to do this i.e. artistic 
or musical skills  

 Preparing or serving lunch, this 
will likely be soup/sandwiches  

We are currently in the process of 
designing a registration form that will 
be sent to all our volunteers on our 
communications list. If you are aware 
of anyone who volunteers but is not 
on our list please ask they email us 
on info@cchp.org.uk or visit our 
website https://www.cchp.org.uk/ . 

mailto:info@cchp.org.uk
https://www.cchp.org.uk/
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Welcome to our new Ordinands 
 
Peter 

 
 

I am Peter, an Ordinand from the Diocese of 
Durham training for the ministry at Westcott 
House, Cambridge. I come from West Bengal, 
India and have been in this country for past 
couple of years. I have a postgraduate degree 
in Anglican Theology from the University of 
Durham.  
 
My theological interest includes Liturgy and 
Sacramentality, Ecclesiastical History, Ritual 
and Symbolism, Church Music, and Patristics. 
I am profoundly interested in the rise of 17th-
century Laudian high churchmanship and 
wrote my MA dissertation on ‘Durham 
Cathedral and Laudian Sacramentalism: A 
Liturgical and Theological Examination of the 
Liturgical Innovations of the Early 
Seventeenth Century’.  
 
I have previously worked at Durham Cathedral as a Verger and have 
experience in parish placements at Churches on the outskirts of the city of 
Durham. I am a keen painter and the genre that I like the most is late 
Renaissance and Baroque.  
 
I consider myself fortunate to be a part of this parish and I look forward to 
learning all that this placement will offer.  
 

Gaudete in Domino Semper 
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Kenson 
 

Where I’ve come from, and what I 

was doing before arriving at Westcott 

 

I am originally from Hong Kong. I 

moved to Wales when I was 16, and 

later to Manchester to study Music in 

the University of Manchester. In my 

undergraduate years I focused on 

hermeneutical analysis and soviet 

musicology. I also studied the organ 

under Gordon Stewart. 

 

After graduation I served as a parish 

assistant at St John Chrysostom’s 

Church in Manchester, during my 

time there I also completed a 

Masters degree in Contextual 

Theology. At the height of the 

pandemic I worked full time as a 

teaching assistant at the church 

school, with the responsibility of 

caring for and teaching children with 

special educational needs. 

 

What led me embark on my 

ordination journey 

 

I had a sleepless night one evening 

when I was in my second year of my 

degree. It was that night when I 

realised that I felt very strongly 

drawn towards ordained ministry. I 

discussed this with my incumbent 

and he was very supportive of my 

discernment process. I was allowed 

to explore the various facets of 

parish ministry when I was a parish 

assistant. Through praying and 

receiving many affirmation from 

friends and parishioners, I was 

certain that I am called to serve God 

and the people of God through 

ordained ministry. 

 

What am I looking forward to about 

being with us here at St John’s 

 

I look forward to be part of this 

community, to journey with 

everyone I meet here, and to learn 

how to be Christ’s faithful disciple. 
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Hello... my name is Daniel Newman, I’m an ordinand studying at Westcott 
house, living there with my wife Tammy and our two children, Jocelyn (5) 
and Ezra (1). We are from Gloucester, though Tammy is originally from 
Suffolk. 
 
My journey of faith began as an adult, although I had several people in my 
family around me who were very devout Christians. I spent a lot of my youth 
exploring a variety of different spiritualities, trying to understand the world 
around me. Coming to faith in my mid-twenties can sometimes give me a 
different perspective, and I’m open to a wide variety of worship styles and 
churchmanship. One of the most exciting things I enjoy is the opportunity to 
explore different styles worship and explore the theology behind them. My 
big passions are in Christian spirituality, biblical study, doctrine and history. 
In my free time (though not much these days) I love spending time with 
family, exploring historic sites, walking, reading, a lot of geeky Star Wars and 
Lord of the Rings. I’m also very interested in Church architecture and an avid 
fan of “church crawling”. 
 
My journey of faith is unusual, following some trauma and exploration, I 
entered a church and I’ve just never left. The love of Christ has kept me 
there, and my hunger to keep trying to know him better is a constant 
inspiration. Each day in faith and now in study has been a blessing. 
 
For me and my whole family we are excited to have a new church family, a 
community that we can join and explore the amazing things that God is 
doing there.  
 

Daniel 
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Our Big Adventure in Learning this Summer! 
 
 

In August 2021, post-lockdown,  I was privileged to accompany Jessica,  
a local friend (who is blind) on an archaeological dig near York. We 
spent 4 days staying at York University and attended a ‘History and 
Archaeology’ themed break, organised by Add-Venture in Learning.  
There were 29 people in our group, and a couple of guide dogs. We 
discovered the value in learning about the past by looking at physical 
remains. This was my first experience as an Add-Venture in learning 
guide. 
 
In October 2021 we were back together again in Skegness, for another 
Add-venture in Learning Course on Autumn Bird Migration. The group 
went out after breakfast at The Hatters Hotel. 
Gibraltar Point National Nature Reserve is known for its scale of diver-
sity of wildlife and in autumn it is possible to hear various migrants 
and flocks of waders appearing at high tide. The reserve is 437 hec-
tares in size, just 3 miles south of Skegness on the coast of Lincoln-
shire, England. 
 
Jessica said: “I liked Gibraltar Point with its salt marshes and embank-
ments, because Kevin Wilson, the warden* was so passionately inter-
ested himself and described it so well. Walking round an area that is 
included in the BBC Radio 4 Shipping Forecast, he counted 18 Spoon-
bills – a wonderful sight flying overhead. Towards twilight he counted 
18,000 Knots, a type of small wader, following the tide.”  * With the 
Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust. 
 
We also visited ‘The Stump’, a church called St Botolph’s in the Market 
Square at Boston, Lincolnshire.  Jessica commented: “Inside, there was 
a model of the church, made of match sticks. It  was most interesting 
as you could feel the proportions and imagine the tower soaring into 
the sky – surrounded by flat fields of cabbages with a few orange 
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pumpkins!” A number of Add-Venture in Learning (mature) students 
enjoyed the café inside the church too. 
 
A person with sight loss “sees” the birds by their sounds at the nature 
reserve and feels the model at the church. 
Gill said: “People often have reservations about helping a person with 
sight loss. On Add-venture in learning themed breaks, volunteers are 
not involved in their personal care.  I was expected to help serve food 
at meal times, provide practical help for Jessica on the day trips and 
ensure she got to the talks on time. It’s not all work and no play!”  
Add-Venture in Learning is a charity which runs a number of themed 
breaks each year. Sighted companions are needed to accompany visu-
ally impaired adult students. No particular training is required, just a 
positive, flexible, kind attitude, and an interest in people. Guides 
should be available from five minutes to breakfast until after the 
evening lecture. Potential volunteers with Add-venture in Learning 
should apply well in advance of courses. 
 
In 2022 Add-venture in Learning is running several courses including: 
‘Baroque Music Break  – Weston Super Mare,( 4-8 April 2022), Nor-
wich Past and Present (13-17th June 2022) and The Centre of Alterna-
tive Technology – Mid Wales (26-30th September 2022). Sighted help-
ers are needed for both. For more info visit:  
 
www.addventureinlearning.org.uk, or email: add-
ventureinlearning@outlook.com, or phone:  Barbara Rickitt Tel: 01460 
281226. 
 
“No previous experience of guiding a blind person is necessary. We 
would really recommend it, and I am happy to have a chat with any-
one with queries about volunteering with Add-venture in Learning,” 
concludes Gill. 
 
 
     Gill Godber  - Tel: 0771 511 3017 



11 

 

 

 Creationtide Concert 
 

St John's church choir started off 
their term with a fantastic concert of 
musical entertainment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The choir sang pieces based on our 
theme of 'Creationtide' including 
John Rutter's 'For the beauty of the 
earth'. We had two lively woodwind 
solos, Katherine on the recorder and 
Leila on the clarinet. We heard two 
lovely piano pieces from George and 
May. Alex and Lottie sang a popular 
song from 'Beauty and the Beast',  
Catriona and Ruth sang a lullaby from 
'Hansel and Gretel', Nathalie sang a 
French prayer by Faure, Joseph sang  
the song 'Cargoes' and Roger tried to 
find the 'Lost Chord'. Nicole played a  
variety of pieces on the organ and  
 
 

 
 
the concert ended with everyone 
singing 'Land of hope and Glory'. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our master of ceremonies, Joseph, 
announced that there were three 
purposes of the concert, namely; to  
raise funds for the church, to 
encourage recruitment into the 
choir, and to bid farewell to Lottie 
and Nicole. We certainly had a lot of 
fun and raised over £370 for church 
funds.  
 
Thank you everyone who supported 
the choir on this wonderful evening. 
 
          Elizabeth 
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In collaboration with the Choir from St 
John the Evangelist, Let’s Go Punting and 
the Traditional Punting Company have 
been taking bookings  for their Annual 

Charity Christmas Carol event, Christmas 
Carols on the River.  This year, the event 
is in aid of Blue Smile.  
 
The choir from St John the Evangelist 
Church will be singing everyone's 
favourite Christmas Carols whilst gliding 
along the River Cam on a Chauffeured 
Punt at 2:15pm on Sunday, 5 December 
2021. Join the choir for an hour-long 
festive experience along the College 
backs with warm blankets and Christmas 
Lights. 
 
Christmas is the time for love and joy; 
and most importantly, the time to  

 
support those who are in need. By 
purchasing tickets for the event, you’ll be 
supporting Blue Smile, a service that 
assists in transforming children’s mental  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

health and life chances across 
Cambridgeshire.  
 
Tickets are now sold out—but we’re told 
you can still watch and listen, either from 
the Garrett Hostel Bridge or from along 
the river from the Quayside.  100% of 
ticket sales will be donated to Blue Smile. 
Trust us; this won’t be a ‘Silent Night’! 
For more information, please visit 
www.letsgopunting.co.uk/christmas-
carols-on-the-river/ or 
www.traditionalpuntingcompany.com/ 

 
 

Christmas Carols on the River  
5 December 2021  
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Bible study groups 
 
I have been worshipping at St. 
John’s for about 4 years, and 
initially came to join the choir. 
However, I felt that I was not really 
getting to know any people in the 
wider  congregation. Then lockdown 
happened and services moved 
online. 
 
Just before the start of Lent this 
year, James invited people to join 
one of the  Bible Study Groups (then 
meeting on Zoom) for the run up to 
Easter, so I took the opportunity to 
join the Tuesday morning group.  I 
was welcomed in and soon got to 
know people  better, enjoying the 
discussions we had each week as we 
studied God’s word. Easter came and went and I’m still there!  We now 
meet in person at Church with suitable Covid measures in place. 
 
So what happens each week? Sessions begin with an opening prayer before 
the study is introduced. Normally we will be looking at what the Bible has to 
tell us about a particular theme, such as Hospitality, or at a particular book 
of the Bible – recently the letter of James. Studies are prepared and led by 
group members – sometimes clergy but not always. Do not worry: you will 
not be expected to do it! 
 
Everyone’s opinion is of equal value and is treated as such, so have 
confidence that you can contribute to the discussion. On the other hand, 
there is no pressure to say anything! 
 
I have found that reading the Bible, discussing it and praying about it with 
others has helped to broaden my knowledge and deepen my faith. 
Oh, and there is coffee and sometimes cake too!   
        Ruth  
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Sunday Services at St John’s  
Advent and Christmas 2021  

Sunday 28th 
November 

10.00am 
6.00pm 

Parish Communion 
Advent Carol Service 

Sunday 5th 
December 

10..00am 
6.00pm 

All Age Service 
Holy Communion 

Sunday 12 
December 

10.00am 
4.00pm 

Parish Communion 
Christingle 

Sunday 19 
December 

10.00am 
6.00pm 

Informal Communion 
Carol Service 

Friday 24 
December 
Christmas Eve 

3.00pm 
11.30 pm 

All Age Nativity 
Midnight Mass 

Saturday 25 
December 
Christmas Day 

8.00 am 
10.00am 

Holy Communion 
All Age Communion 

Sunday 26 
December 

10.00am Parish Communion 
No evening service 

Sunday 2 
January 

10am 
6pm 

All Age Service 
Evensong 

Sunday 9 
January 

10am 
6pm 

Parish Communion 
Evensong 

Sunday 16 
January 

10am 
6pm  

All Age Communion 
Evensong 

Sunday 23 
January 

10am 
6pm 

Parish Communion 
Evensong 

Sunday 30 
January 

10am 
6pm 

Parish Communion 
Evensong 
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Regular Weekday Worship and Activities 
 

Mondays 9.00am 
10.00 am 
 
7.30 

Morning Prayer in Church 
Toddle Along in St John’s Centre (term 
time) 
Home Group on Zoom 

Tuesdays 9.00am 
10.30am 
6.30 pm 

Morning Prayer on Zoom 
Home Group in St John’s Centre 
Choral Evensong with Homerton Charter 
Choir (university term) 

Wednesdays 9.00 am 
10.00am 
7.30pm 
9:00pm 
 

Morning Prayer in Church 
Holy Communion  
Home Group on Zoom (fortnightly) 
Compline (online) Zoom: 76397722761 
Passcode: 6a1xwu  

Thursdays 9.00am 
10.30 am 
6.30pm 
7.30pm 

Morning Prayer on Zoom 
Home Group in St John’s Centre 
St John’s Choir practice, Trebles 
St John’s Choir practice, Adults 

Other Dates for your Diary 
 

27 November Homerton Singers and local Junior Choir 
Concert 

2pm 

3 December Christian Climate Forum: post-COP26 Climate 
Panel  

7pm 

4 December Cello Recital 
 

7.00—
8.30pm    

5 December 2-4pm St John’s Charity Fundraising Carols on the 
River Cam 

20 January 10am St John’s Walking Group 
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A Christian Response to Poverty 
 

Regenerators Appeal.  It seems appropriate that a report about the 
appeal from Traidcraft Exchange (Traidcraft’s charity) should arrive 
while the COP26 conference is in full swing. This appeal was launched 
to raise money to help people like Issa in Tanzania.  In his village they 
don’t ask ‘is climate change real?’ but they ask ‘how will I feed my 
family now that the floods have destroyed my farm?’ When he was 
young the weather was stable but the certainty of his childhood is 
long gone. Climate change means that the coastal region’s once 
predictable weather is now erratic, and harvests have suffered.  An 
unpredictable cycle of floods and droughts mean that farming in his 
community barely turns a profit.   

Thanks to the success of the Regenerators Appeal, people like Issa can 
begin the fightback. The final total of £1,312,585, including £656,292 
of match funding from the UK government, will help people on the 
front line to stand strong in the face of climate change. Issa’s village 
can now receive training from our local partners in climate-resilient 
agriculture, forest protection and investment in tech such as solar 
panels.  We at St John’s have contributed towards this action, as most 

 
   From the Parish Register 
 
   14 October:  Michael Johnson’s ashes were interred 
 
   12 November: Funeral of Geoffrey Howard, at St John’s 
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of the profits from the Traidcraft stall are donated to Traidcraft 
Exchange. 

Those who saw the Christian Aid film Thank you for the Rain, screened 
at St John’s in October, will recognise a similar story about a Kenyan 
farmer and climate fighter who attended the last COP in Paris to plead 
the case for climate change. These experiences are repeated in so 
many countries worldwide. 

Great Taste Awards.  Great Taste, organised by the Guild of Fine 
Food, is the world’s largest and most trusted food and drink award 
and the acknowledged benchmark for fine food and drink, with 
thousands of varieties put to the test each year by over 500 expert 
blind-tasters.  

Awards this year have been given to Traidcraft Fusilli Pasta, described 
as a ‘very well-made pasta and we love the addition of the quinoa to 
add protein as well as an extra dimension to the flavour profile’. The 
judges were extremely complimentary with their comments about 
Traidcraft Organic Mexican Blossom Set Honey: ‘A delightful floral, 
butterscotch flavour and a wonderful mouthfeel make this an 
absolutely delightful honey’. Previous year’s winners include: 
Traidcraft Breakfast Blend Tea, Traidcraft Earl Grey, Traidcraft 
Decaffeinated Tea, Traidcraft Organic Peru Coyona Fresh Ground 
Coffee and Traidcraft Organic Ethiopia Oromiya Fresh Ground Coffee. 
All these items can be bought from the stall or ordered specially. 

Our last stall of the year is on 5 December when you will still be able 
to purchase Christmas cards, wrapping paper, seasonal biscuits, 
chocolate, gifts, as well as the usual range of tea, coffee, sugar, dried 
fruit, nuts etc.  If you have forgotten to buy Advent Calendars, we 
might have some left.  Thank you for your support during another 
unusual year.  We’ll be back in February. 

      katiekapton@talktalk.net 

mailto:katiekapton@talktalk.net
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Bronze Eco Church Award  - Congratulations! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many congratulations to Roger and the team leading St John’s A 
Rocha Eco Church journey  on the news that our application for a 
Bronze Award has been successful. 
 
In her letter of congratulation Lissy from the A Rocha UK Eco Church 
Team writes: ‘I have checked your survey scores and am delighted to 
confirm your award. Well done to everyone involved in reaching this 
milestone!’ 
 
She continues: We recognise that the Coronavirus outbreak has been 
a challenging time in lots of ways, including 
affecting churches financially, so we are very grateful to 
your church for helping to support the costs of our 
Eco Church programme through your donation. Please 
pass our thanks on to all concerned.’ 
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Gail continues her series on how we can all do our bit for the 
environment: 

Water 

 

I cannot overstate how important water is to everyone. We all know that we 
live in an arid area where rainfall is scarce. Moreover the ground water is 
being used up at an increasing rate, 70% more is used than30 years ago. Our 
ground water is precious because it gives us the safety we need, and we are 
assured that we will have enough water in the future to rely on. 

70% of the world’s area is covered in water but unfortunately most of it is in 
the oceans, so it is not available for drinking and irrigation. Furthermore we 
know that the distribution of rainfall is changing all over the world. Some 
areas have deluges of rain and floods destroying towns villages and crops, 
and others have not seen any rain for years and are tinderbox dry, resulting 
in wild fires and further destruction. 

The population of the world has doubled in the last fifty years and is set to 
double again without some control on population. All of us need a basic 
amount of water to live.; but leaving taps on, flushing the toilet too often, 
and using the washing machine and dishwasher without filling them to their 
optimum are all problematic. But many of us are completely profligate with 
our water we need to think that now might be the time to reassess what we 
do.  

 We need to conserve our water. 

1.      Make sure we do not use more than we need. 
2.      Rain water harvesting for toilets and garden irrigation 
3.      Make sure we have no leaks. 
4.      Ponds as well as rainwater ducts lakes and canals  conserve     
       our rainwater. 

We need to avoid damage to our water quality and protect our ground 
water. It takes years to cleanse the contaminated ground water. 

1.      Make sure water tanks and septic tanks are water proof 
2.      Hazardous waste and landfill must not leak into our ground    
        water 
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3.      No chemicals or road salts get into the ground water 
4.      Protect the hydrosphere from contamination and avoid 
       damage to the water quality. 

Water leakages are a major source of water loss: 

1.      Make sure there are no leakages in your home. Taps and 
       loos all need to be checked regularly 
2.      Demand your local water provider is making sure that the 
       leaks in the town pipes are regularly repaired. 
3.      Demand that the water company always gives transparent 
       information about the amount of water wasted each 
       year through leakage. 

Farmers and irrigation: 

1.      We all know how important irrigation is to our crops but 
       we need to know how the farmers are using our water. 
   Much is known now how to irrigate efficiently. 
2.      This is especially important where the rainfall is scarce. 
3.      Meat and dairy use water more than plants. 

What we can do: 

1.      Go slowly and plan. 
2.      Can you reduce your meat consumption a bit? 
3.      Do you have to have a shower every day?  Would a quick       
      shower every other day be OK? We don’t want you to 
      smell. 
4.      Can you change a bath for a short shower (5Mins) 
5.      How often do you have to water the garden? 
6.      Does your grass need to be green in the summer? 
7.      Can you retain some of the rainfall from your roof to water 
       your garden? 
8.      Do you have to fill up your kettle every time you boil it? 
9.     When you wash your hands do you have to have the water    
       running? 
10.    When you clean your teeth must you have the water running? 
11.   Do you make sure the dishwasher is full before running it? 
12.   Are you sure that your washing machine is maximally used? 
13.   Are you sure that the things you buy come from the UK so no         
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 water is used from poorer countries? 

14.  Do you make sure that you register complaint when larger  
  countries take advantage of their rivers and leave the  
  poorer countries in drought?  ( The Mekong River The Nile, 
  The Yangtze  among  others.) 

Well I think it is important to start with one easy thing to do and when we 
realize it is doable we increase our conservation habits bit by bit. Good 
luck!! 

         Gail 

  

 

Homerton College Charter Choir 
 
 

It was so good to be back at St John’s this term, welcoming new choristers 
along with Shanna Hart, assistant Organist and Lorenzo Bennett, Junior 
Organ Scholar. We are also pleased to welcome returning and new 
members of the congregation and community to the Tuesday Choral 
Evensong Services. 
 
On Sunday 28 November, the Choir will be singing at the St John’s Advent 
Carol Service at 6pm. 
 
We also invite you to the Homerton Carol Service at 6.30 on Tuesday 30 
November. 
 
We will then be looking forward to next term, when the first Choral 
Evensong will be at 6.30 on Tuesday 25 January 2022. 
 
Christmas and New Year greetings from us all. 
   
                    Trish Maude 
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Laura Mullaly is Head of Music and Performing Arts across the Junior Schools of the 
Stephen Perse Foundation in Cambridge. Laura is a former Homerton student and 
also a member of The Homerton Singers.  
 
Each choir will be performing individual items and then will be coming together to 
perform Zalzabar – a Christmas cantata which has been composed by Douglas 
Coombes, the conductor of the Homerton Singers. The libretto is by the Welsh 
author and poet and relates   the traditional Christmas story through the eyes of a 
magician-turned-small boy, called Zalzabar. The narrator is Carole Lindsay-Douglas.  
Tickets are available from Choir members or at the door. 
 
It is not too late to join The Homerton Singers who rehearse on Mondays, from 7.30 
– 9.30pm in the Mary Allen Auditorium, Homerton College.  
On Monday 29th November there will be a ’fun’ open rehearsal in the Auditorium, 
to which you will be most welcome.  The start date for next term will be Monday 
16th January 2022. We look forward to welcoming you. 
       Douglas Coombes 
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Georgia Morse is a young Anglo-Italian cellist who studied in Florence and graduat-
ed with honours. Georgia was frequently chosen as principal cellist for the Orchestra 
Sinfonica Luigi Cherubini before being selected as principal cellist for the Orchestra 
Giovanile Italiana (Italian Youth Orchestra) in 2015. She has performed with many 
artists but as a soloist, Georgia has twice performed Elgar’s Cello Concerto with the 
Orchestra del Carmine and Brahms’ Double Concerto with the Orchestra Cherubini. 
She has also performed as a soloist in many locations in Italy and the UK, with a rep-
ertoire ranging from Bach to Dallapiccola. Since 2016, she has been collaborating 
with the Associazione Etruria Musica, for which she regularly plays at events in the 
summer months, with a wide-ranging repertoire that includes pop and jazz. In the 
UK, she has played on the sets of various films. 
 
Georgia was awarded the Royal Academy’s teaching diploma (LRAM) in 2020 and 
for a number of years has enjoyed teaching music and cello to students of all ages.  



24 

 

 

What to look out for in Luke 
 

Advent sees the start of a new year in the Church of England’s 

lectionary readings. In 2021-22 the focus is on the gospel of Luke, in 

which Luke provides a journalistic account of Jesus’ life. In Acts, we 

have Vol. 2 of Luke’s journalism, about the early church. But what 

kind of a journalist was Luke? And what should we be looking out for 

in Luke? 

 

1 - Investigative journalism - Luke’s purpose in writing is to carefully 

investigate, from the beginning, the events that have formed the 

basis for instructing Theophilus, and others who want to follow Christ, 

and to write an orderly account of them (Luke 1:1-4). The name 

Theophilus (literally “lover of God”) might suggest that Theophilus is a 

symbolic name rather than an actual individual.  

 

2 – Factual – Luke has trawled for the facts because he wants 

Theophilus to have certainty (ασφαλεια) (Luke 1:4) so that he can be 

confident that there is a sure foundation for the Christian faith.   

 

3 - Eyewitness details – Details like the names of one of the travellers 

on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:18) give credibility to the argument 

that Luke was working from accounts that could be checked with 

eyewitnesses. Paul makes the same point about the existence of 

eyewitnesses who can verify the events (1 Cor 15:6).  

 

4 – Individuals’ viewpoints - Luke often incorporates various 

individuals’ perspectives on events, as in Mary treasured all these 

words and pondered them in her heart (Luke 2:19).  

 

5 - Embedded journalism - In Troas, on Turkey’s western coast, Luke 

joins Paul and travels with him on his missionary journeys (Acts 16:8 
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& 11 and Acts 20:5-6). Luke’s vivid account of incidents such as the 

shipwreck that stranded Paul on Malta for three months (Acts 27) give 

us a unique insight into Paul as pastor and church planter. Luke has a 

personal stake in bringing the good news to a wider readership.  

 

6 – Political correspondent – From the beginning, Luke’s gospel is 

rooted in political realities, and he regularly identifies for us the 

people who hold political, religious, and cultural power in first century 

Greco-Roman Palestine. 

 

7 – Social commentator – Luke presents us with vivid pictures of rural 

and urban life and introduces us to the various markers of social 

status in various settings from banquets to tax collectors’ booths.  

 

8 – A global perspective - Luke’s particular focus is on the spread of 

the gospel message to the Gentiles. Luke alone records that at the 

beginning of his ministry, Jesus controversially reminded his Jewish 

listeners in Nazareth that Elijah ministered not to Jewish widows but 

to the widow at Zarephath in Sidon, and that although there were 

many lepers at the time of Elisha, the one that was cleansed was 

Naaman the Syrian (Luke 4:25-26). Luke wants us to know that 

proclaiming the good news to the Gentiles was always God’s 

intention, and not just God’s Plan B, for when the Jewish 

establishment proved hostile to Jesus. 

 

9 – Human interest – Luke shows us that all kinds of people can be 

saved by the good news of Jesus: men and women; Greeks and 

Romans as well as Jews; poor and rich. Luke’s gospel engages with 

individuals, from the Awkward Heckler’s misguided flattery (Luke 

11:27) to Zaccheus (Luke 19).     

 

10 – Health columnist - Luke, as Paul’s “beloved physician” (Col 4:14), 

includes descriptions of medical conditions not found in the other 
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gospels, such as the woman so bent over that she could not stand up 

straight (Luke 13) and the man with dropsy (Luke 14).  

 

11 – Crowded canvasses and snapshots – None of the gospels lay out 

events in a strictly chronological sequence, but Luke’s account sticks 

to the original timeline more than the others. The early chapters paint 

pictures of huge crowds, which helps us to notice that the first 

miracles were performed for the general public (Luke 4 and 5), 

whereas the miracles in the later chapters were intimate events with 

relatively few people present (Luke 8). 

 

12 – The long read – Luke gives us longer accounts including extra 

information not found in the other gospels. Luke’s gospel includes 

material from Mark’s gospel and also from another source known as 

Q (after Quelle, the German for “source”), that is found in Matthew 

too.  

 

13 – Writing about women – Only Luke gives us the Annunciation; 

Mary’s visit to Elizabeth whilst both Mary and Elizabeth were 

pregnant; Mary’s journey to Bethlehem; her delivery of Jesus and her 

reaction to the arrival of the shepherds; her encounters with Simeon 

and Anna at her purification ceremony in the Temple; and the 

incident when Jesus, aged 12, went missing for three days and was 

found at the Temple listening to the teachers and asking them 

questions.  

 

Luke shows women as Jesus’ disciples: some of the original texts for 

Luke 10:39 say that Mary also sat as a disciple at Jesus’ feet, which in 

the context can mean only that Martha too sat at Jesus’ feet. And 

Luke alone notes that accompanying the Twelve, there were women 

who had been cured of evil spirits and infirmities, including Mary 

Magdalene and Joanna - the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza - Susanna, 
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and many other women who provided for the Twelve out of their 

resources (Luke 8:2-3).  

 

Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza, in In Memory of Her (1983) notices that 

in John’s story of Mary anointing Jesus’ feet, Mary is Jesus’ friend, 

doing a beautiful thing out of love (John 12:1-8) and that in Mark’s 

story Jesus says “wherever the good news is proclaimed in the whole 

world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her” (Mark 

14:3-9). But although in Luke’s account the external details reveal 

that it is the same incident – it occurs in Bethany and at Simon’s 

house - Mary is a sinner whose action reflects her gratitude for being 

forgiven (Luke 7:36-50).  

 

14 – Story-telling – Many of the most significant parables are found 

only in Luke, notably the Good Samaritan (Luke 10) and the Lost Coin 

and the Lost Son (Luke 15). Only Luke gives us the parables of the Rich 

Man and Lazarus, the Persistent Widow and the Unjust Judge, the 

Shrewd Manager, and the Pharisee who thought himself better than 

the tax collector.  

 

15 – Future gazing – Luke alone includes Jesus’ prediction of the 

destruction of the Temple (Luke 19:39-44). Luke’s gospel is soaked in 

eschatology: he gives visions of the future to Mary, Zechariah, Simeon 

and to Anna (Luke 1 and 2). 

 

So, Luke brings a unique perspective to his account of Jesus’ life, and 

it is one that we shall enjoy getting to know in 2022.  

 

 

                    Ceri 
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