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Parish Voice Reflections: Advent to Epiphany 

 

28 November:  The First Sunday in Advent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfil the promise 

I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  

In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring 

up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the 

land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. 

And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our 

righteousness.’  (Jeremiah 33: 14-16) 

 

Have you made your plans for Christmas this year? If so, bearing in 

mind the confusions and disruptions due to the restrictions caused by 

Covid 19 last year, have you warned people that these are provisional, 

just in case we end up in lockdown again? We can’t promise anything, 

because we don’t know what lies ahead. A true promise can only be 

made if it is able to be fulfilled. 
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The people Jeremiah is speaking to are about to face horrendous 

times: of war, of their homes and city being destroyed, being 

captured and finding themselves in a foreign land. They will not know 

if they will ever see their home again, and will wonder if God has 

abandoned them. 

 

But in these verses we hear God assuring them that he remembers 

the promises he made to their ancestors – Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 

– a promise in which God called them his children, and (despite what 

terrible things will happen) promised a secure future for them and 

their descendants. 

 

These men hung onto those promises. Through similar trials to 

Jeremiah’s people, they kept that promised future in mind as they 

looked to God for the next stage in his journey for them. That was a 

long journey of many ups and downs, but these great patriarchs 

trusted that promise for their people. Somehow they looked forward 

in hope, even though they didn’t know what the next day would 

bring. 

 

Hope is not a wish, speculation or aspiration; it is based on complete 

trust, expectation in a promise even though how it will come about is 

unknown. 

 

Is it possible to look forward in hope? Estate agents think so and are 

grateful for it.   In need of refurbishment’… I knew a couple who only 

looked at houses with this tag-line.  Mostly because they couldn’t 

afford anything else! Were they despondent about the state of the 

building? No! because they had the vision, the future expectation, of 

what it could be like once they had gradually worked on it. They knew 

it would take years to improve and, at the outset, were not aware of 

all the problems they would encounter on the way. But their eyes and 

energies were all invested in the picture of themselves safely 
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ensconced in a satisfying and safe place which would be their home, 

possibly for ever. 

 

The sign of God’s promise was a new shoot coming out of what 

seemed to be a dead tree stump.  What seemed dead for so long was 

being rejuvenated - a promise to restore a just and truthful reign and 

a flourishing life for God’s people. This promise is fulfilled by the 

arrival of a baby in a stable, Jesus Christ, who became that just and 

truthful king. 

 

As we look around us in the days towards Christmas, let’s ask… 

 

 Where would we like truth to be told?  

 Where would we like to see justice reign?  

 How are we a part of making this happen?  

 

If we can, we shall see the coming in of God’s promised new kingdom. 

 

             Kate Aylmer, Licensed Lay Minister 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you also to Kate for her ‘Let there be Light’ photograph on the 

front cover 
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5 December: The Second Sunday in Advent  

 

God the Launderer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

‘But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he 

appears?  For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s 

soap’ (Malachi 3.2). 

 

Sales of soap have doubled in the UK because of the pandemic. It 

reflects a new consciousness about cleanliness, not only for our hands 

but for all the things they touch – from door handles to supermarket 

trolleys, to library books to gym equipment. Touching things that 

other people touch used to be taken for granted. But we have 

become more cautious. 

 

In the bible, God is often portrayed as various types of worker. This 

Advent, some of our small groups are following a study guide that 

reminds us that God is depicted in the bible as a poet, musician, 

weaver, potter, clothier, architect and metalworker. In the verse cited 

above from the Old Testament reading for the Second Sunday of 
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Advent, God is portrayed as a metalworker but also as a launderer. 

Or, more accurately, the verse portrays God as the fire used by a 

metalworker and the soap used by a launderer. 

The point of both these workplace images is the same: the 

metalworker’s fire and the launderer’s soap are to get rid of 

impurities. But whereas the image of the refiner’s fire is terrifying and 

untouchable, the image of the laundry soap is close-up and personal, 

as such soap is used to clean personal clothing that touches human 

bodies. 

 

In ancient Middle Eastern culture, and in many cultures today, a 

refiner’s fire is primarily a male image of industry and power, 

whereas laundry soap is primarily a female image reflecting 

household and intimacy. Malachi is suggesting, therefore, that God 

the robust and masterful ironsmith is also God the dexterous yet 

gentle female worker, who washes clothes. Her dedication to those 

she serves is reflected in her willingness to touch clothing from dirty 

bodies. That, Malachi is saying, is how God is. Because of God’s love 

for his people, God wants to make them fresh and clean. 

 

If we fast forward to the New Testament, we find the same image 

attached to Christ and his work of redemption. Some of the words 

used there are echoed in the invitation to some celebrations of the 

Eucharistic. Note especially the words in  italics: ‘If we walk in the 

light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we 

say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness’ (1 John 1.7-9). 

 

Advent is a time of preparation, a time for purging, refreshment and 

renewal. It is a space to allow God to cleanse us with the soft and 

skilful hands of a launderer. The tub in which God has already begun 
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this work is the baptismal font. We can return to that font, to soak in 

and relax in, this Advent, and at any time during our earthly 

pilgrimage - a pilgrimage symbolized by the shell used to scoop the 

baptismal water. God in Christ is fire and heat but also soap and 

water. God is strength and power but also love and tenderness. That 

is why we can pray this prayer of David: 

 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Let me hear joy and gladness; 

    let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 

Hide your face from my sins, 

    and blot out all my iniquities. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

    and put a new and right spirit within me (Psalm 51.7-10). 

 

In the name of Jesus, our redeemer. Amen. 

 

 

             Peter S Heslam, Assistant Priest 
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12 December: The Third Sunday in Advent 
 

Luke 3:7-18 - The coming of Jesus as Judge explained by John the 

Baptist: each of them a maverick who comes with a manifesto and a 

mystery 

 
The Advent season prompts us to think not just of Jesus’ coming as a 

baby, but also of Jesus coming as Judge to bring in the Kingdom of 

heaven. In Luke 3:7-18 the focus is on how John the Baptist’s 

preaching draws attention to that coming judgement.  

 

Our encounter with John the Baptist shows John, first, as a maverick 

with a message delivered in a way that confounded his followers, 

much as Jesus’ parables will later challenge his disciples. Second, John 

comes with a manifesto for living that foreshadows Jesus’ command 

to do to others as you would have them do to you. Third, John’s 

puzzling contrast between John’s baptism and the baptism that will 

be practised by Jesus, the one who is yet to come, only deepens the 

mystery of what Jesus’ coming will bring.  

 

John brings good news, delivered in language and in a tone of voice 

that would not win him followers on YouTube. John calls the Jews 

seeking traditional baptism a “brood of vipers”, which would be 

anathema to a religious establishment whose familiarity with the 

story of Adam and Eve (Gen 3) would indelibly associate serpents 

with Satan. With some neat wordplay, John robustly dismisses the 

reliance of the “Sons of Abraham” on their Jewish heritage. If God 

chooses to do so, God can make sons (  banim) for Abraham out ,בנים

of stones (   .(abanim ,אבנים

 

But it is not just the Jews’ self-delusion and hypocrisy that makes 

John so angry. John is frustrated at their failure to realise how 

gracious and kind God is. As John says, “Who warned you to flee from 
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the wrath to come?” God has sent John with a warning of the wrath 

to come because God does not want anybody to be estranged from 

him, but rather that they might know God as their loving father in 

heaven. And so John urges the Jews not to waste this second chance: 

he tells them that even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees 

and any life not evidencing a change of heart will be like a tree cut 

down and thrown into the fire because it is not bearing good fruit.  

 

When the Jews ask John how they should respond, John presents 

them with a manifesto. Anybody who has two shirts or has more food 

than they need is to share with anyone who has none. And John’s 

manifesto also calls for the reversal of corrupt working practices. Tax 

collectors must stop fleecing the taxpayers, and Herod’s soldiers must 

stop their bullying. Nothing less will suffice.  

 

John’s preaching also contains a profound mystery. The crowds are 

pouring out of Jerusalem to hear John preach, and yet John maintains 

that John’s baptism will be nothing in comparison with the baptism of 

the powerful and enigmatic one who is yet to come. For the Jews 

listening to John, his references to the winnowing fork that gathers 

the wheat into the granary, and to the fire that burns the remaining 

chaff, would have reminded them of the gloomy prophecies of the 

Hebrew scriptures. Surely those prophecies had been fulfilled already, 

in the dark days of the Jews’ exile from Jerusalem. Apparently not. 

The meaning of the mystery would be partially revealed at Pentecost, 

when the Holy Spirit came in tongues of fire that rested upon the first 

believers in Jesus’ resurrection.  

              

Will this Advent find you ready to engage with Jesus? The greatest 

maverick of them all, who came with the ultimate manifesto and 

unlocked the mystery of God. 

             Rev Ceri Payne 
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19 December: The Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 

   Luke 1:39-55 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When I think of Mary I tend to picture a young girl wearing  blue who 
is found in the company of an angel.  Bunches of lilies are usually part 
of the image and there is a strong possibility of cherubs.    When I 
considered today’s passage I had to have a bit of a rethink.   
 
The Mary Luke shows us is very different.  Not a lily in sight and no 
sitting about either. Luke’s Mary goes ‘with haste’ to a town in the 
hill country to visit her much older cousin Elizabeth who is also 
pregnant.  But Elizabeth is in a very different situation from Mary.  As 
a much older married woman she is finally expecting a much-longed-
for, long-awaited child, a miracle baby for someone ‘getting on in 
years’. Mary, though, is young, single although betrothed, and 
probably facing the biggest trouble of her life so far.  There must 
have been questions, recriminations, gossip, no wonder she fled to 
the hills.  The angel who visited her with the news of her baby had 
mentioned her cousin Elizabeth which may be why Mary visits her.  
Did she choose to go or was she sent by some of her family?  We 
don’t know but it seems fair to assume that she was pretty tough to 
journey into the Judean hills unsure of her welcome at her cousin’s 
house.  Did she look back as she travelled and wonder why on earth 

B
y 

Fi
lip

p
o

 L
ip

p
i -

 W
eb

 G
a

lle
ry

 o
f 

A
rt

: 
  P

u
b

lic
 D

o
m

a
in

, 
h

tt
p

s:
//

co
m

m
o

n
s.

w
ik

im
ed

ia
.o

rg
/w

/
in

d
ex

.p
h

p
cu

ri
d

=5
20

58
33

 



11 

she had agreed with the angel and what she had let herself in for? 
But then she arrives at Elizabeth’s and is greeted not with grudging 
acceptance, not with pity, or embarrassment, but with a loud cry and 
a blessing from her cousin who is filled with the Holy Spirit.  Mary has 
gone from being a source of trouble and shame to being the most 
welcome of guests and is acknowledged as ‘the mother of my Lord’ 
which is quite a turnaround.  Elizabeth even reassures her that Mary 
is blessed for believing what the angel told her.    Mary’s response is 
to praise God and she does so not by thanking him for things in her 
own life but by looking at who God is – his holiness, his mercy and his 
strength – which suggests that she is familiar with God and what he 
does.   
 
So the Mary I see here is much more interesting than the Mary I 
thought I knew.  She might not say very much but she is tough and 
strong.  This is the young woman who manages to travel to 
Bethlehem in the late stages of pregnancy,  the young woman who 
treasures in her heart the words of the strange assortment of visitors 
to her baby son so that she can ponder them and the woman who 
was brave enough to stay near that son as he died a shameful 
criminal death.    Having thought about her I hope that I won’t 
mistake her meekness for weakness ever again. And I’d really like to 
have even a tiny amount of her ability to listen out for and hear God’s 
voice. 
 
This week, in the final rush of the run up to Christmas, I hope that I’ll 
fit in a few Mary moments, a few moments when I’ll consider the 
bigger picture and I’ll remember who God is – the scatterer of the 
proud whose name is holy!  I hope that I’ll also be brave in the quiet 
way that Mary is brave and that when things don’t go my way I’ll 
remember that God is in control. And I hope that I can put aside time 
to sit with God so that I can hear his still small voice.  I also hope that  
when I greet people some of them will respond with a little bit of 
Elizabeth’s enthusiasm! 
             Jane Gardiner, LLM in training 
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25 December: Christmas Day  
 

‘This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands 
of cloth and lying in a manger.’ (Luke 2.12) 

 
Today we celebrate a world made new. Having journeyed with 
the patriarchs, the prophets, John the Baptist and the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, through Advent, we welcome the Christ child – the 
incarnate Son of God, ‘wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.  
 
The world may be waking to a different kind of unwrapping – the 
unwrapping of presents – but here we welcome and give 
adoration at the stable of the greatest gift of all, God’s incarnate 
Son, wrapped in swaddling bands.  
 
As the early Christian theologian St Maximus the Confessor put 
it: ‘the mystery of the incarnation of the word contains in itself 
the whole meaning of the riddles and symbols of scripture, the 
whole significance of visible and invisible creatures.’ In other 
words here, as we bow down and worship, in awe and wonder, 
we glimpse the hidden mystery of God: ‘who spoke to our 
ancestors in many and various ways’ (says Hebrews) ‘but in these 
last days has spoken to us by a Son’.  
 
The question is, then, how do we make sense of this great truth 
for our lives today… how do we live and abide in his presence 
(word made flesh) now, not just today – of all days – but 
throughout the year ahead? How do we embrace our great 
salvation, and live in its light all the days of our life, and on into 
eternal life? Three simple thoughts, to take with us, as we reflect 
on what Christmas means... 
 
Firstly, Christmas reminds us that our salvation – God with us, as 
he is and was in Jesus – is pure gift (something beyond our 
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imagining, and utterly undeserved), and all we can do, in prayer and 
worship and trust in Him, is to open our hearts to receive and abide in 
this gift. And it’s as we pray, as we take time to be in his presence, 
through the Holy Spirit, that we begin to live from this mystery. So 
salvation (God’s incarnate presence) is pure gift. 

 
Secondly, here we are offered (in the mystery of faith) something 
which makes sense of the complex riddle of our existence and of all 
human knowledge and Biblical revelation. It may be hard for us, in a 
sceptical age, and one (conversely) in which others favour a narrow 
fundamentalism which dismisses other arenas of knowledge, to trust 
that the incarnation somehow makes sense of all knowledge and 
experience. But Christian faith, we’re reminded, is intelligible, and 
ultimately trustworthy. For me we glimpse that word or divine 
reason, present in all creation, and reflected in the great world faiths, 
fully realised and revealed in the person of Jesus Christ: and to Him 
we are invited to give our allegiance, in mind and heart and will. So 
the birth of Christ fulfils the light of faith and reason. 

 
Thirdly, Christmas draws us - having dared to come to God in prayer 
and to affirm the light of faith - to something altogether more 
practical, namely to glimpse his presence in others, which means that 
all whom we meet are worthy of our respect, our love, our attention, 
even as human beings (like us) on the long and often painful journey 
of redemption and salvation. ‘For the word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have beheld his glory, the glory of a father’s only 
son, full of grace and truth.’ 

 
May we, as we unwrap our presents today, meditate on the greatest 
gift of all, the child, wrapped in swaddling bands, laying in a manger. 
And may we offer him the offering of heart and mind and will, in his 
service. To Him be glory and praise, now and forever.  
 
        
        Rev James Shakespeare 
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26 December: The First Sunday of Christmas 

The Boy Jesus at the Temple.  Luke 2:41-52 

(Verse 51) Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was 
obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in her 

heart. And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God 
and man.” 

Our Lectionary often works in mysterious ways and the First Sunday 
of Christmas is no exception.  Yesterday we celebrated the birth of 
baby Jesus and on Sunday week it will be Epiphany and the visitation 
of the Wise Men. But today we take a leap forward twelve years to 
the boy Jesus visiting the temple in Jerusalem for Passover with his 
parents, family and friends. Although it represents a long leap 
forward it does have a link with Epiphany and also with the time of 
his presentation at the temple on the completion of Mary’s time of 
purification, with baby Jesus in the arms of his parents in that same 
temple. 

Epiphany means the manifestation of a divine or supernatural being 
and a moment of sudden and great revelation or realisation. At the 
Epiphany, we celebrate the arrival of the Magi who followed the star 
that had guided them to the Light of the World. Twelve years have 
past and there is nothing recorded in the gospels about that period of 
growing up until now when Luke records an important visit of Jesus to 
the place where he was presented those twelve years earlier. It 
would be a time when boys of his age would be approaching their Bar
-Mitzvah, a time of awakening and  of revelation, and clearly our 
Lord’s eyes and mind were opening to His destiny.   His reply, “Didn’t 
you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” to his mother’s pained 
question, “Why have you treated us like this?”, reveals that 
revelation. 
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And the second link is, I suggest, “But his mother treasured all these 
things in her heart.”  There is a link here with Luke’s observation in his 
record of the first visit to the temple at the time of his presentation 
when Simeon told Mary ,   ” This child is destined to cause the falling 
and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken 
against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a 
sword will pierce your own soul too.”  

Although not recorded this would have been remembered by Mary. 

What can we learn from this passage of scripture?   We also may 
experience a tension between our responsibilities to God and to our 
families and friends. Sometimes those responsibilities conflict so 
much that we must choose one or the other. Jesus experienced that 
same tension and there were times that he had to choose to serve 
God rather than man. Ultimately, Jesus makes very clear where our 
ultimate allegiance must lie: "If anyone comes to me and does not 
hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and 
sisters -- yes, even his own life -- he cannot be my disciple" (14:26) 

Father, we can see in Jesus the same tension that we sometimes feel -
- to follow your call as well as to please the important people in our 
lives. Sometimes we can't do both. Give us wisdom dear Lord for us to 
live out our lives before you and people on earth with integrity. Most 
of all, we thank you for your grace and ask for for your guidance and 
the courage to follow your will.  Amen. 

 

         Rev John Hillier 
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2 January: The Second Sunday of Christmas 

 

John 1:1-18  ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God.’ 

 

 

The days after Christmas can seem very dark and deflated. The 

Christmas carols are on repeat. The Nativity play is long done; 

relatives have returned home, and the sandwiches are still endless 

combinations of turkey. As the Christmas tree begins to drop and the 

decorations sag, we perhaps need reminding why we celebrate 

Christmas. Not to accumulate more stuff, not to fulfil a human need 

to seek joy and pleasure, but because God chose to give us his Son as 

a human being.  

 

Here today is a reading from a Gospel to enliven, refresh and inspire 

us. This beautiful echo of the start of Genesis is perhaps one of the 

most contemplated and discussed passages of the New Testament, 

one which has been used for centuries to shape Christian thinking on 

the nature of God, the Trinity and God made Man. In wonderful 

rhythmic poetic prose John introduces his audience of both Jews and 

Gentiles to the concept of Jesus as fully human and yet fully divine - 

the Word of God become flesh. To the Jews this would have been 

startling, familiar as they were with the mighty God of the Old 

Testament. To the Greeks the concept of the Logos keeping the world 

in order made sense, but the idea of this ultimate power taking on 

mortal flesh is extraordinary to them too.  

 

What can this beloved Gospel do for us? It shows us how and why we 

might believe: ‘these are written that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His 
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name’ (John 20:31). John tells us why we can continue to be joyful, 

how we can fulfil that Christmastide desire to prolong Christmas. 

Echoing Pope John Paul’s great cry that ‘we are an Easter people and 

Alleluia is our Song’ we are also a Christmas people, and through the 

dark days post-Christmas we can share in the light that Jesus brings, 

do our best to ensure that we do know him, and receive him in our 

hearts and lives.  

 

Lord, you have called us and with the gift of your Son brought light 

into our lives. 

And now you ask us to be your light in the darkness we have made of 

your world. 

We may feel like a small, fragile, flickering candle, 

but help us this Christmastide to let your light shine through us 

in our words and our actions. Amen. 

 

 

         Lucy Holden 
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The Feast of Epiphany 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
They set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had 

seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 

was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with 

Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 

opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. —Matthew 2:9-11 

 

Christians everywhere celebrate the feast of Epiphany on the twelfth 

day after Christmas. In the English language we sometimes speak of 

an event or a moment being an ‘epiphany,’ meaning a moment of 

great revelation; and so is the Feast of Epiphany itself a great 

revelation to us as Christians, for Jesus reveals to us who he really is 

on this feast.  

 

In the Epiphany story according to St Matthew, the Magi came from 

the East bearing gifts of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh. Through these 

gifts we learn of Jesus’ true nature: Gold is a sign of his sovereignty 

and his kingship on Earth; Frankincense, an incense used from ancient 

times for the worship of God, is a sign of Jesus’ divinity; and myrrh, 
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the oil for embalming the dead, signifies Jesus’ mortality and 

foretells his death on the cross. 

 

Something struck me as odd but at the same time very comforting 

and reassuring in the story of the Magi’s visit: we call this season 

Epiphany, the ‘revelation’ of Christ, yet the revelation we get is not 

from Christ himself; he was, after all, only 12 days old. Christ’s first 

and fullest revelation of his identity comes from his acceptance of the 

three gifts of the Magi. 

 

Jesus, as a Person of God, is all powerful, all knowing, and all loving, 

through whom all things were made; yet the revelation of Jesus’ true 

self comes not from him speaking, nor doing, nor teaching, nor 

healing, nor performing any miracle, but simply being an innocent 

child in Mary’s arms. His nature was revealed by receiving the 

precious gifts given to him from well-meaning strangers. 

 

When we think of who we are, we so easily identify ourselves using a 

string of titles, our occupation, our abilities, our social status… Here 

Jesus shows us that even as the Divine Godhead, his identity on Earth 

is relational; because the whole purpose of the Incarnation is to build 

up a new relationship with humans, and to allow human 

relationships to flourish in ways previously impossible. 

 

Christ came to live among us first as a helpless baby, and in his 

vulnerability and passivity he showed us the fact that we, as humans, 

can only realise our being to the fullest if we allow ourselves to be 

seen in relation to the rest of humanity.  

 

So on this feast of the Epiphany, let us examine who we are in the 

light of the relationships we have with the people around us, let us 

see who we truly are through the gifts our friends and family bring 

us.         

             Kenson Li, Ordinand 
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9 January: The First Sunday of Epiphany   

Luke 3. 15-17, 21-22 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I’ve always been fascinated by John, he’s one of my big bible heroes 
alongside Joseph. His birth is miraculous, his mother was past menopause 
and his father elderly, They were blessed and an angel  foretold him. His 
father was made mute until John’s birth because he showed doubt to the 
angel, and then gives us the great canticle recited at morning prayer, the 
Benedictus. 
 
John is generally believed to be an Essene, an ascetic sect, and his camel 
shirt and strict diet would imply he is a desert hermit, yet he fulfils the 
prophecy of Isaiah and prepares the way for the Messiah. He baptises 
Christ, who needs no baptism in the standard sense, and then is executed 
for speaking out against the King, Herod Antipas at the behest of Herodias. 
He had his own disciples many of whom left to follow Christ, but he always 
knew his place and his purpose. He is for us as Christians a great example 
of evangelism, showing others the good news and wonder of God and then 
stepping aside to allow God to do his work.  
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I come from the wilderness, 
Honey and locust the nourishment 
The only thing I taste the kingdom 

Doom I see. 
 

Visions of the future, flashes in my 
eye 

Comfort would lead away 

Hair shirt, penitence is the road 

Doom I see 
 

Wash away the sin 

Cleanse the impurity 

Scrub the dirt of sin 

Doom I see 
 

Find the water, holy is its flow 

A marker of the past 

The blue line of the promise 

Doom I see 
 

Proclamation of God, as ordained 

Call others to see with my eye 

Who will hear my cry? 

Doom I see 
 

All who come are accepted 

No dirt is too much 

The mighty Jordon prepares all 
Doom I see 
 

This one doesn’t need me 

Cleaner than all 
Eyes flash with love and wisdom 

Doom I see 
 

Kneeling before me, I feel wrong 

Disorientated before the mighty 

I’m not worthy, not enough 

Doom I see 
 

Wash the un-washable 

The water clears 

The water cleaned by man and God 

Doom I see 
 

I feel the pressure, a crack in the sky 

He kneels in prayer 

Awaiting, expectant 

Doom I see 
 

Descent from above 

Bright light and beauty 

“Here is my son” echoes. 
 Hope I see. 
     
                 Daniel Newman, 
      Ordinand 
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16 January: The Second Sunday of Epiphany 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the 

mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been 

invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus 

said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, 

what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet 

come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells 

you.” 6 Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish 

rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said 

to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the 

brim. 8 He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief 

steward.” So they took it. 9 When the steward tasted the water that 

had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the 

servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the 

bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, 

and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But 

you have kept the good wine until now.” 11Jesus did this, the first of 

his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples 

believed in him”. 

                   John 2, 1-11. 
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Today’s gospel stands as a quintessential witness to Mary’s 

everlasting intercessory role in the life of Jesus and Christian faith. As 

we have recently celebrated the incarnation of the word made flesh 

through the hypostatic union of divine and human, Mary’s role as the 

‘God-bearer’ did not cease with the divine conception and birth. 

Mary, as in the case of the crisis at the wedding banquet, intercedes 

to the blessed Lord on behalf of the bride’s father who would have 

faced utter shame and dishonour had he failed to tackle the scarcity 

of wine. Mary not only understood the cruciality of the situation that 

the bride’s father was in but also acted accordingly to rescue the 

man. Her advocacy was accepted by the Lord who in turn performs 

his first miracle at the plea of his blessed mother.  

 

The lesson unfolds two important aspects of Mary’s character: first, 

her pure heart and second, her humility. It is undeniable that Mary 

had a heart full of mercy as she could not see the host of the banquet 

suffer humiliation. It was her innocent and pure heart which drove 

her to Jesus. Alongside showing her concerns, Mary showed humility 

when she said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you’. Although 

she did not know what Jesus would do to rescue the man, she was 

firm in her faith that her son would do what was needed. She teaches 

us how to be humble in heart and offer assistance to those in need.  

 

Mary, like in the incident abovementioned shows us the way to her 

blessed son when we struggle in life and her humble heart 

exemplifies the model of faith which is obedient to God’s summons. 

Perhaps, it was quite appropriate of John Henry Newman to call her 

the model of Christian devotion and faith. Let us then turn our eyes 

towards Mary and learn to be more like her so that when our ministry 

shall demand us to respond to various challenges, we will take our 

concerns to the blessed lord with a pure and humble heart.  
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Prayer for the day: 

 

O’ God who by the obedience of 

 the blessed Virgin Mary 

hath revealed unto us the model  

of profound faith and humility; 

grant unto us the pure heart and grace  

 that we may impart your love unto the world  

so that all may rejoice in your infinite goodness 

and magnify thy holy name: 

 this we pray through the merits of thy only begotten son,  

our Lord Jesu Christ.  

 

Amen 

 

        Peter Pathikrit Das,  

        Ordinand 
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23 January: The Third Sunday of Epiphany 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11  

Today we are reminded of the resurrection of Christ and Paul’s telling 

of it. In this reading though I was struck by verses 9 & 10. 9  “For I am 

the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I 

persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I 

am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I 

worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace 

of God that is with me.” 

 

The apostle Paul would argue hard for his 

credentials, because he knew he had to be 

respected as an apostle; but he didn’t want to 

compete with the others for the “Most 

Valuable Apostle” award. In fact, Paul believed 

he was not worthy to be called an apostle. 

Some people would see this as just spiritual 

sounding talk, which showed more pride than 

humility, but Paul meant it. He saw himself 

as the least of the apostles because he 

had persecuted the church of God. He knew 

that he was forgiven; but he always 

remembered what he had done and felt that 

his sins were worse because he was 

responsible for the death, imprisonment, and 

suffering of Christians, before his life was 

changed by Jesus. 

 

“But by the grace of God I am what I am” Paul 

gave the God’s Grace all the credit for the 

change in his life. He was a changed man, 

By Bartolomeo Montagna - 
EwEzl9zb0cohpg at Google Cultural Insti-
tute  Public Domain, https://
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=23980761 
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forgiven, cleansed, and full of love when he used to be full of hate. He 

knew he had not done this, but it was the work of the grace of God in 

him, that same grace also saves and changes us. You can’t receive the 

God’s Grace without being changed by it and those changes don’t all 

come at once and they are not complete until we pass to the next life, 

but we are indeed changed. 

 

“His grace toward me was not in vain, On the contrary, I worked 

harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God 

that is with me.” 

Although grace had made Paul what he was, Paul still worked hard 

with that grace, so that it wouldn’t have been given in vain. 

Admittedly; if Paul had not worked as hard as he did, the grace of God 

would still have been given to him, as it is to us all, but to some extent 

it would have been given in vain. Grace, by definition, is given freely 

but how we receive that Grace will help to determine how effective 

the gift is. Grace isn’t given because of anything you have done, past, 

present or future; but it is given to encourage work, not to say that 

work is not needed. God doesn’t want us to receive His grace and 

become passive. Paul knew that God gives His Grace and we work 

hard with it and the work of God is done. We work in a partnership 

with God, not because He needs us, but because He wants us to share 

in His work. 

 

Christians sometimes struggle with this; “Is God supposed to do it or 

am I?” The answer is, “Yes!” God does it and we do it. Trust God, rely 

on Him, and then get to work and work as hard as you can! That is 

how we see the work of God accomplished. 

 

“though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.” Paul was 

honest enough to know and to say that he worked hard. He was also 

humble enough to know that even his hard work was the work of 
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God’s Grace in him. If you asked Paul if he worked hard he would not 

say “Oh no! it’s all God” he would reply “Yes! I work extremely hard 

with the Grace of God”. 

 

We are all blessed with the gift of Grace from God but we have our 

end of the deal to live up to as well. We must work hard to share the 

Good News and the love of God with everyone and what better time 

to do it, or even start, than during the season of Epiphany! 

 

 

         Sian Binley ALM 
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30 January: The Feast of Candlemas 
 

Luke 2 vs. 22 to 40 

 ‘A light for revelation’ (v. 32) 

 

 

Candlemas falls 40 days after Christmas—the last great festival before 

we turn our faces towards Lent. In the 15th. Century on this day, 

parishioners were obliged to carry a candle and to offer it to the 

priest along with a penny  and after the service, big parish feasts were 

held. Before the service the blessing of the candles had taken place 

and the people processed around the church as the words of Simeon 

were sung. This was an enactment of the journey to Jerusalem made 

by Mary and Joseph to present Jesus in the Temple. 

All this took place at the beginning of the month in the year that 

begins to drive the darkness away from our afternoons – many 

prayers used today contain this image of the retreating darkness. The 

candles blessed at Candlemas were thought of as sacred and people 

took the candles home to be used at special times, as during a 

thunder storm or when someone was ill, It was also commonplace for 

the candle to be to be placed in the hands of the dying.  ( No risk 

assessment then).   In a moving way the loved ones were placing in 

that weakening hand, their hope in Christ  and asking the one who 

faced the journey into death to hold on to that hope, for this was the 

light for the journey. 

 

In the 16th Century reforms were brought in and the blessing of 

candles was one tradition that was brought to an end. In 1548 we are 

told that the bearing of candles was forbidden throughout the whole 

city of London – as indeed were other traditions; no ash on Ash 

Wednesday,  no palms on Palm Sunday  and at Whitsun no releasing 

of doves to represent the Holy Spirit.  Over time many traditions have 
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returned—thankfully. All the important things in life need ritualising  

and enacting.  Love needs a kiss, ideas need art, grief needs a funeral 

and faith needs a drama, not to cheapen it, but to celebrate and 

explore its richness. 

 

It is easy to see why candles became the focus for today’s Gospel.  At 

the heart of the story is an encounter,  a meeting between the old 

Simeon and the baby Jesus.  An old and weary world meets a new 

fresh life . There is great expectancy in the story – what will it mean 

for them , but there is also the prediction of pain. There is talk of a 

sword piercing His mother’s heart. 

 

Life can be hard. Despair can be easy. We cannot afford to take the 

gift of faith for granted. Lent is coming , says Candlemas.  There is an 

obligation in the Christian faith to light up and be seen in a world that 

can get used to living in a half-light. The candles of today are Christ 

but they are also to be you; a sign of warmth rather than coldness, of 

light and honesty rather than deceit and shadow. It is your Christian 

calling. 

 

When the medieval church blessed candles and told people to take 

them home through the streets  and light them at times of fear and 

journey , I think they understood faith, its warmth , its light to the 

human, fragile soul only too well. 

 

 

Prayer. 

Father God, help us to put You first every day and in every situation 

so that the light from our flame grows tall, sending out more light to 

others.  Amen 

         Anne Rigby ALM 
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