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May the light of Christ, rising in glory, banish all darkness from our hearts and lives Amen 
 
“Mary Magdalen went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord.’” 
 
It was a roller-coaster of a week, that first Holy Week.  

At one point the crowd were full of joy and praise, as Jesus their Messiah King entered Jerusalem on 
a donkey, on Palm Sunday. ‘Hosanna!’ They shouted, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest!’ 

Then, during the course of the week, as Jesus taught in the Jerusalem Temple, his support gradually 
ebbed away, until – at the Last Supper, on Maundy Thursday, it was just the twelve disciples, and the 
close female companions and followers of Jesus. And remember, that evening – as they celebrated 
the Jewish Passover (as we enacted here last Thursday) – despite the power of his sharing a sacred 
meal of bread and wine, and washing his disciples’ feet, one of the 12, Judas, went out to betray him.  

And then, slowly but surely, while Jesus faced the agony of the garden of Gethsemane, abandoned 
Jesus, and fled in fear of their lives.  

And then there was Good Friday, when Jesus, having been betrayed and tried, was sentenced to 
death, and nailed to a Cross; their hopes shattered, and Jesus, alone and naked, with only his mother 
Mary, Mary Magdalene, the disciple John, and a few others, watching in disbelief.  

Well of course the emotions of that Holy Week continued, and yesterday – on Holy Saturday – with 
Jesus already laid in a borrowed Tomb, his followers waited, in fear, emptiness and dissolution-ment, 
perhaps wondering what the whole Jesus business had been about, such was its ending in abject 
failure and loss. 

And that’s where we are when we get to our Gospel story today, from St John; three characters, in 
particular, who continued that roller-coaster ride of emotions, as Mary Magdalene –  

one of Jesus’ closest women followers and companions, came back, after the Sabbath, to anoint 
Jesus’ body, freshly laid in the Tomb, for burial. Mary, utterly dejected, sad, empty, and lost (as we 
can sometimes feel, when everything goes wrong). And what does she find? An empty tomb. The 
body stolen. No dignity, even in death…  

So she goes to tell the others, Simon Peter and the so-called beloved disciple, John. And what do they 
do, they run back to the Tomb, to see what’s happened. John outrunning Peter and getting there 
first. The disciples realise that something has happened, and they see the burial cloths rolled up, but 
they don’t hang about; rather they return home…  

But it’s Mary who can’t tear herself away, so distraught is she… She stays outside the Tomb, 
weeping; and then something amazing happens, she sees a vision of angels who tell her that Jesus is 
alive. And then she meets Jesus, although she thinks it’s a garden, so wrapped up in her grief is she… 
That’s until Jesus addresses her by name, ‘Mary’, and she responds, ‘Teacher’, and is suddenly 
flooder with relief and joy… and she goes and tells the others, ‘I have seen the Lord!’ 

Now I want to invite the children, now, to help us to think about the feelings – the emotions – that 
Mary Magdalene, in particular, had: at different points in that story. First before she met Jesus at the 
Tomb, when she was sad and full of grief… and then, afterwards, how she felt, when miraculously 



she discovered Jesus alive again, risen from the dead. Because that’s what faith is life for us too, as 
we discover that Jesus is alive and loves us, and is still with us, too, through his Holy Spirit. 

Children’s activity at the back of Church... We look forward to hearing or seeing how you get on. 

 

Mary Magdalen went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord.’ 

Now, for the rest of us, I have a question that I can’t help asking – perhaps on behalf of us all – at a 
time like this. And it’s a question that the Israelites asked, in the Old Testament, when they were in 
exile in Babylon: ‘How can we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land?’  

And the equivalent question for us all today, is – thinking about the shock and horror of the war in 
Ukraine – How can we proclaim Jesus’ resurrection, which really happened, at a time like this?  

Something, if I’m honest, I’ve been struggling with throughout Lent. Not because I don’t believe in it; 
I believe passionately that Jesus rose again, from the dead, that first Easter; but because I struggle to 
reconcile the Good News with so much suffering and violence and cruel loss of life... How do we sing 
the Lord’s Song in the strange land of humanity today, in spring 2022? 

For whilst we know there have been many periods of struggle and suffering in the past, including 
World War 2, we’ve not only lived through two years of unprecedented global pandemic, but we 
now face a European war on a scale not seen for over 75 years. 

How do we relate the appearance of Christ to Mary Magdalene and the first Christian disciples, who 
discovered light in their darkness, presence in their loneliness, and hope in their despair – to today’s 
darkness, loneliness and loss of hope, for so many people? 

Well I want to suggest three deep enduring theological truths – of our Christian faith – which do 
speak to this situation, and do enable us to relate Easter ( the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ ) 
to a world like this; and not only that, which make all the difference, in terms of our seeing what God 
is still doing, and out capacity to join in… even when the roller-coaster of life, for millions of people, 
seems to have hit rock bottom; just like it did, in Jerusalem, during Holy Week. 

 

1. First, as we affirm Mary’s witness – ‘I have seen the Lord’ – we believe that Christ, through 
his Spirit, is in the mess, not only 2000 years ago, but today,              in Ukraine, and in all 
places of suffering, poverty, conflict and oppression. There is no place where Christ is not to 
be found. No depths of human suffering, grief and loss, where God – through Christ – is not 
present, and working to bring healing and hope and good out of terrible evil and grief. 
Through the passion and resurrection of Jesus, we recognise that he is in the midst of us, and 
in the heart of the mess and suffering of our world. 
 

2. Second, we as proclaim the story of that first Easter – ‘Christ is risen, He is risen indeed’ – we 
witness to the victory of the Cross. That on Good Friday, through the Cross, Jesus Christ 
overcame, definitely, all evil, suffering and death itself. Not that these things don’t still 
happen – for there remains darkness all around us. No, but in Jesus the ultimate victory has 
already been won, and all tyrants will ultimately fall. As Desmond Tutu famously proclaimed, 
in Christ we know that  
 
‘Goodness is stronger than evil, life is stronger than death, victory is ours, through him who 
loved us.’ So on the Cross, evil is definitely overcome, and we – in placing our trust in the 
Cross, are saved. And it’s only a matter of time, in cosmic terms, before all things return to 



that realm of goodness, light, love, joy and peace, for which God originally intended us. So 
we proclaim, in hard times, the victory of the Cross. 
 

3. And third, as we try to make sense of Easter, in the context of the horrors of Ukraine – and 
much else besides, globally – today we are recalled to the Christian invitation to bear 
witness, as Christians, to the light of the risen Lord Jesus, shining in the darkness of this 
present world order. Yes we Mary Magdalen proclaims, ‘I have seen the Lord’; she invites us 
to become living witnesses to Christ ourselves – believing and trusting in his light, shining, 
through our hearts, into the darkness of this world. Therefore Easter is not just about staying 
on the mountain, and feeling the glow – for ourselves – of Christ’s presence. But rooted in 
prayer, it’s about going out, a living disciples, to shine with his light – the light of truth and 
love and peace, reconciliation and healing, in the dark corners of our world. 
 

Mary Magdalene said to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord.’ 

 

Let us pray. A prayer from the Iona Community, which speaks to singing the Lord’s song – & 
proclaiming his resurrection – in a strange land: 

 
Living Lord, you are nearer to us than breathing, closer than hands and feet. 
Ours are the eyes, with which you, in the mystery, look out with compassion on the world. 
Our are the feet, through which you go about doing good. 
Yes, ours are the eyes and the feet, and the hands, through which you go about doing good. 
Yes, Lord, we bless you for this place, for your directing of us, your redeeming of us, your presence 
with us. 
Take us outside these walls, O Christ, outside holiness, out to where nations clash at the crosswords 
of the world.  
So shall your Church continue to be justified, and your people find cause to bless your name; 
in the power of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, our living saviour and risen Lord. 
Amen. 



 


