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Good Friday 2022 - John 18:1-19:42 

Jesus’ death is testified as true and trustworthy  

 

Jesus said: “I came into the world for this: to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 

the truth listens to my voice.” 

[And] Pilate asked him: “What is truth?” 

 

Oprah Winfrey, on her television programme, has invited many famous people, including 

Meghan Markle and Harry, to “speak your truth”. The implication in the invitation to “speak 

your truth” is that there is no absolute and definitive truth but rather, there might be 

several versions of the truth, each of which reflects an individual’s perspective on events.  

 

In our post-truth society, people are more likely to accept an argument based on their 

emotions, or their beliefs, than on the facts. It can be a struggle to find common ground in 

relation even in relation to basic ideas. After a succession of politicians have tied themselves 

up in knots over the last few months just trying to define what a woman is, is it even  

realistic to think that there are some facts on which everybody will agree?  

 

Even to suppose that there might be such a thing as “the truth” can start to seem like a 

rather old-fashioned idea.  

 

And yet, we have seen that decisions based on beliefs and emotions, rather than on facts, 

can be dangerous, even deadly, if, for instance, it means somebody refusing a vaccination 

that would have saved their life.  

 

But then, along came PartyGate, to prove that everybody, except, it would seem, the Prime 

Minister, knows whether or not they have attended a party.  

So maybe there is such a thing as definitive, objective, truth.  

And maybe, the readiness to acknowledge what has taken place, rather than maintaining 

that everything is a matter of opinion, or of perspective, actually does matter.   

 

Communicating the truth about what has happened mattered to the 6 journalists – the war 

correspondents, programme producers, cameramen and photojournalists - who have lost 

their lives in fighting in the Ukraine.  

 

Uncovering the truth and communicating that truth to the world matters to those 

documenting war crimes committed in Ukraine.  
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John’s Gospel says in 19:33, in our penultimate reading:  

But when the soldiers came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break 

his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and 

water came out. (He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His 

testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.) 

 

John’s gospel tells us that the one who has testified is “he who saw this”. These events are 

what he, John, has seen for himself. He was there.  

For the narrator of John’s gospel, the truth of Jesus’ death is fundamental. Both the fact that 

he died, and the way that he died. Jesus’ death is testified by John as true, and it is testified 

by John as trustworthy.  

 

John’s gospel puts us into the heart of the action, with “the soldiers [who] came there with 

lanterns and torches and weapons”.  

 

And John’s gospel has the tone and the feel of an account written by somebody who has 

looked back on events that he has experienced and has thought deeply about them. 

Somebody who has noted the time, and the precise place, which with hindsight was the 

pivot; the point when, looking back, it became clear events were only going to end one way. 

When Pilate “brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench at a place called The 

Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha, [on the day of Preparation for the Passover 

[when] it was about noon.”  

 

John doesn’t want us to have lingering doubts or questions about Jesus’ death. And so 

John’s gospel explains the things that occurred that might otherwise have seemed odd to 

us.  

 

He tells us why the Pilate comes out of the Roman HQ to speak to the Chief Priests instead 

of the Chief Priests going to address Pilate on Pilate’s home turf. The Chief Priests can’t go 

into Pilate’s Roman headquarters (18:28) because they have to keep themselves ritually 

pure if they’re going to be able to eat their Passover Supper.  

 

He tells us (19:31) why the priests asked Pilate to order his soldiers to break the legs of the 

crucified men. They want to hasten their deaths so that their bodies don’t have to be left up 

on the cross during the Passover Sabbath.  

 

And John’s gospel urges us to notice how events occur in the way that fulfils Scripture.  

 

How Jesus went willingly with the soldiers and told them to let the rest of his disciples go, to 

fulfil his avowal to God, his Father, that “he would not lose a single one of those whom you 

gave me”.  
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How Jesus’ thirst ensured that he would be offered vinegar to drink, just as Psalm 69 had 

foretold.  

 

How the soldiers would ascertain that he was already dead without having to break his legs, 

so that, in the words of Psalm 34: 20, “none of his bones shall be broken.” 

 

Why does it matter whether these events actually happened?  

Whether Jesus actually died?  

Why is it so important that this account of Jesus’ death should be objective, complete and 

entirely factual?  

That it should be, in the words of testimony given in legal proceedings, the truth, the whole 

truth and nothing but the truth? 

 

Because without Jesus’s victory over Satan and over evil, we would be lost.  

Lost in our selfishness, lost in our search for meaning in our lives.  

Because of Jesus’ death we are reconciled, restored, redeemed. 

 

If Jesus was really dead – if his death was not an illusion or a trick and not the result of a 

misunderstanding – then on Easter Day, Jesus really did rise from the dead.   

 

And if Jesus really did go to the Cross knowing that he would be killed, we know that he 

willingly gave up his own life for us.  

 

And if Jesus’ death happened in just the way that, hundreds of years beforehand, it had 

been prophesied, then we know that his death was not a horrible mistake.  

No, God has always loved us so much that he would send his Son to die for us.  

 

So yes, there is such a thing as truth.  

And the truth matters.  

Not just in Downing Street.  

And not just in Ukraine.  

It matters for us here, today, hearing this account of the death of a man, written for us by 

somebody who wants us to know that it is true and that it is trustworthy.  

 

 


